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PASTORS’SABBATICAL IN JANUARY
  Cynthia and Roger plan to join the Bethel/Tabor 
College interterm trip to Israel, Palestine and 
Jordan during the month of January, leaving Janu-
ary 3 and returning January 24.  They anticipate 
being in biblical and historical sites, walking 
where Jesus walked, and learning about the current 
political and social situations in that contested 
region.  They are excited that Randall Schmidt 
will also be on the trip, as well as Ray Reimer 
and Rosie Epp, former pastors here, and Cassie 
Voth (daughter of Mike and Dawn) who lived here as 
a young child.
  During the absence of our pastors, you may con-
tact any of the Diaconate members with care con-
cerns – Sue Ann Funk, Rod Garman, Kevin Goering, 
and Sharon Peters.  Sharon will take the lead with 
care concerns and visitations.  Sue Ann will com-
municate with Rebekah in the office about an-
nouncements for the bulletin.  Worship committee 
members will plan the worship services with the 
following schedule: 

1/1 (Epiphany) - Phil Esau, preacher; Larry 
Dixon, worship

1/8 – Heidi Regier Kreider, preacher (also 
Sunday School); Raylene Hinz-Penner, worship  

1/15 (MLK Sunday) – Ray Robinson, preacher 
(also Sunday School); Zach Shima, worship; Doug 
Penner, host

1/22 (MWC Sunday) – Rachel Waltner Goossen, 
preacher (also Sunday School); Larry Dixon, wor-
ship
  Pray for the safety of those traveling and that 
this might be a time of growth and renewal for our 
pastors.  The remainder of their sabbatical time 
will be two months in Washington DC this summer, 
volunteering at the International Guest House.

Don’t Forget!
  Annual reports for the Annual Report Book are 
due Sunday, January 1. Please email the church 
office (Church@SouthernHillsMC.org) or leave 
reports on Rebekah’s desk.
  We would also like your feedback on the draft 
2017 SHMC budget by Sunday, January 1.
 

Upcoming Events
January 1, Epiphany Sunday
Annual reports due
Feedback on 2017 draft budget
due
January 7, Green and Clean 
Swap Club
January 9, Friendship Circle 
will meet to discuss plans for 
2017
January 16, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Church office 
closed
January 29, Lunch served by 
High School Youth in 
Fellowship Hall (12:00 p.m.)
Annual Congregational Meeting
(1:00 p.m.)

Annual Congregational 
Meeting
January 29

     
  The annual meeting of 
Southern Hills Mennonite 
Church will be held on Sunday, 
January 29. The meeting will 
start around 12:45 p.m. In 
addition to the usual business 
(electing new officers and 
board members and approving a 
spending plan for 2017)we will 
have reports from each of the 
SHMC primary boards on their 
plans for the coming year. 
  The youth group plans to 
serve lunch before the 
meeting. Donations for the 
lunch will help fund future 
youth group service and 
learning trips.  
  An annual report booklet 
with reports from the various 
boards, committees and 
ministries of Southern Hills 
will be distributed on Sunday, 
January 22.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE

April 7 and 8, 2017 
Hutchinson, KS, Fairgrounds

  The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale (KMRS) is a 
celebration of a year’s work of planning and pre-
paration by Mennonite, Amish, and Brethren 
churches in Kansas.  The purpose of the sale is 
to raise money for Mennonite Central Committee 
for use in education, relief and peace efforts 
throughout the world as needed.  Last year’s sale 
netted $559,743.25.
  Our church will be involved in several projects 
that will begin in January.  The “My Coins Count” 
collection will begin Sunday mornings from Janu-
ary to the sale date.  The children enjoy col-
lecting the coins and watching the coin counter 
separate the coins in specific denominations.  An 
invitation/challenge offered for the coin collec-
tion is for someone to make a donation to match 
the coin collection on a given Sunday. Let Judy 
Krehbiel know if you would like to accept the 
challenge and match one Sunday’s donations. 
  The second project starting in January will be 
quilting.  All quilters are invited to particip-
ate in quilting the quilt that will be donated to 
the quilt auction at the sale. The quilt will be 
put in the frame the first week in January with 
quilting dates to be announced in the church bul-
letin.
  Quilter’s Corner is a booth at the sale that 
sells all types of quilt-related items.  The com-
mittee is already meeting to organize the donated 
items.  In January the collection of donated 
items will be emphasized in our church.  A list-
ing of suggested items will be posted on the 
church bulletin board.  Donations should be 
brought to church and placed in the basket desig-
nated for these items.
  Watch for further ways in which you can help 
make the sale another successful celebration of 
God’s work among us.

Joyce Funk

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries:
Lois Grummert
Administrative Assistant:
Rebekah Wheaton
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com
February newsletter 
deadline January 23  rd  .  

January Birthdays
3 – Katherine Krehbiel
7 – Elizabeth Akins
11 – Alba Blocker
12 – Nancy Schrag
12 – Miriam Krehbiel
12 - Anna Goering
15 - Larry Dixon
18 - Carole Stucky
22 – Kate Cherveny
26 - Katie Fisher
26 - Carol Rhodes
27 - Kylie Dirks
29 - April Slipke
31 - Jaedon Blocker
31 - Janet Dixon
31 - Clyde Schwanke
31 – Cara Neufeld Smith

January Anniversaries
11 - Carol & Jim Rhodes
18 - Staci & Blake Wedel
27 - Sue Ann & Steve Funk
27 - Sheryl & Kevin Goering
29 - Diana & Phil
Hershberger
30 - Kristin & Rod Garman

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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December 8th Council Meeting

 
  Kerry Wedel opened the meeting with devotions followed by approval of the 
November 10th meeting minutes and acceptance of consent agenda reports.  Topics 
discussed by the council included an update on the North Foyer Project, which 
included adding an automatic door opener for ADA compliance; status of nominations 
for Board positions to be vacated in 2017; options for addressing a potential 
giving shortfall in the 2016 budget (announcements to be put in subsequent Sunday 
bulletins); submission of annual meeting reports and presentations; and required 
membership for serving on boards. A second draft of the 2017 budget and narrative 
was reviewed. The draft budget will be distributed to the congregation with a 
January 1st deadline for comments. A final proposed budget will be reviewed at the 
January 12th Council meeting and presented to the congregation for approval at the 
January 29th Annual Meeting.  The next Council meeting will be January 12th, 2017, 
beginning at 6 p.m.

Kerry Wedel, Council Chairperson

Dear Mike Peters,
  Thanks a million for all your hard work in making the bases for our snowglobes. 
You did an excellent job and our snowglobes would not be complete without your help 
and dedication!
  With much gratitude and love, Dianne, Kobie, Leah, Malachi, April and Alice.

Weather-Related Cancellations
     

  If the weather and/or roads look bad or are potentially bad for Sunday worship, 
the pastors will contact Diaconate members who are available to help assess the 
situation. A decision will be made by 7:00 a.m. Sunday (earlier if possible) about 
worship and Sunday School. We will announce the decision in several ways:
   *An announcement will be placed on the answering machine at church. Call the
church number (266-9403) to hear the announcement.
   *We will send an email to the church email list.
   *We will post an announcement on the church website. 
   *If there is a postponement or cancellation, we will ask the local TV stations 
to post an announcement in their cancellation notices.

  Senior Coffee dates for January are Thursday, January 5, and Thursday, January 
19. Gathering time each morning is 9:00.
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Senior Coffee Christmas Dinner

Photo by Carole Stucky

 MDS Update
   “The purpose of human life is to serve, and to show compassion and the will to 
help others.” Dr. Albert Schweitzer

  We challenge you to make service a resolution for 2017. Then be open to meaning-
ful work doing something that pushes you outside of your comfort zone and your nor-
mal daily life.  We hope that some of you will consider MDS work this year, keep 
your hearts open to finding an opportunity, and commit to it. 

  Mennonite Disaster Service is anticipating many responses to disasters this year 
from the East Coast, West Coast, Saipan, Canada (Manitoba) and many places in 
between.  In Region III, we are seeing opportunities in Kansas, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Texas, and Missouri develop.   To serve these needs, we need many volun-
teers that will commit to share their gifts of labor, project leadership, monetary 
contributions, and prayer.

  Additionally, Southern Hills needs someone that will serve as its Church Contact 
Person for MDS.  This person watches for service opportunities in the SHMC com-
munity and provide the spark for action.  They are then the communicator of local 
needs to MDS and relay MDS needs back to our congregation. There are many opportun-
ities with this role and one would be to lead action response teams locally or co-
ordinate a SHMC team to participate in an MDS project. 

  If you have interest in getting more involved with MDS this year, please let us 
know.  Check out the MDS web site https://www.mds.mennonite.net/ for Bi-National 
Project opportunities and we will let you know about local opportunities as they 
evolve.

 
Wayne and Carole Stucky, MDS Region III Board Chairs
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  Ceremony of ministerial credentials towards ministerial ordination, church Monte 
Horeb and WDC (MCUSA) credited to the Shepherdess Sandra Montes Martinez.
The Glory and honor be to our God and Lord Jesus.
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Swords and Plowshares: Choosing Peace
By James E. Brenneman, president Goshen College 

  The world can end in bloody warfare to our judgment or in wondrous peace to our 
blessing. The choice is ours. Indeed, that choice was laid out starkly in Scripture 
by two biblical prophets, each with opposite visions for the end of the world as we 
know it.

  The prophet Joel (3:9-12) prophesies of a day when nations will come down the 
sacred mountain into the valley below to fight alongside God, the Almighty Warrior. 
In preparation, they will beat their plowshares into swords and their pruning hooks 
into spears for one dreadful universal war.

  By contrast, the prophet Isaiah, in today’s Advent reading (2:2-4), dreams of a 
day when the nations of the world will flow up the sacred mountain to learn the 
ways of peace from God, the Teacher of Peace. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks and study war no more.

  In the story of Adam and Eve, of ancient peoples at the time of Noah’s ark, of 
the Hebrew tribes about to enter the promised land, and in many other stores of 
Scripture, human choice in our own destiny is a sacred value like no other. We can 
choose to obey or not, choose life or death, choose to serve God or not. So why 
would prophesies about the end of the world be any different?
No other text of Scripture is quoted more in the writings of the first three cen-
turies of the early church than Isaiah’s version of swords being beaten into plow-
shares. At Goshen College, we too have chosen Isaiah’s vision as that dream we want 
to make come true to the world’s blessing. For the last 30 years, smack dab in the 
middle of campus, the iconic blood-red nine-foot sculpture by Professor of Art John 
Mishler — entitled, “The Broken Shield” — stands as a sentinel guarding our daily 


