
 
Wherever you are in life’s journey and your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here, where together we share God’s love. 

 
SOUTHERN HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH 

511 SE 37th Street, P.O Box 5067, Topeka, KS 66605-0067 
 785-266-9403   Church@SouthernHillsMC.org 

January 1, 2017                                   61:1 
 
9:20 a.m. - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP - Please enter the sanctuary quietly to 
pray, write a message of gratitude or prayer request on a card, light a candle, and 
spend time in reflection as you listen to the prelude.  

  

Prelude:               “Carol of the Bells”           arr. Hayes 
“We Three Kings”           arr. Raney 

 
9:30 a.m. - WELCOME TO WORSHIP – EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

“Walking in God’s Way” 
Introduction of Guests (Please fill out the welcome pads.)  
Announcements 
*Passing the Peace 
*Musical Response 
 
*Call to Worship        Back of Bulletin 
*Invocation            Words for Worship 2 
*Hymn:     “O, beautiful star of Bethlehem”  STS 32 (purple) 
 
Song:                   “O come, little children”           Screen 
Time with the Children                                      Robert Sack 
Song:                “Good Christian friends, rejoice” HWB 210 (blue) 
   (Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery during the song.) 
 
Offertory Prayer        Kluth (adapted) 
Presenting our Offerings       
Offertory:     “Peace, Peace/Silent Night”     arr. Fred Bock, Isaac Swartzendruber 

(Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates.) 
Sharing 
Prayer 
Hymn:              “Jesus shall reign”  HWB 319 (blue) 
 
Old Testament Reading            Psalm 72:1-4; 12-20 
New Testament Reading      Matthew 2:1-12 
Sermon :            “How is your reality?” 

Phil Esau and Daniel Klaassen 
 
*Hymn:     “Christ is the world’s true light”  HWB 334 (blue) 
*Benediction                 Back of Bulletin 
*Organ Response 
*Postlude:            “Joy to the World”             arr. Smith     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

*Please stand as you are able. 
Hearing assist devices & large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

STJ = Sing the Journey (green); STS = Sing the Story (purple) 
HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book (blue) 

Pastor:  Roger Neufeld Smith 
Associate Pastor: 
   Cynthia Neufeld Smith  
Director of Youth and Young Adults:   
   Lois Grummert 

Worship Leader: Larry Dixon 
Pianist: Glenna Lowry 
Ushers:  Jevin & Jayce Yoder 
Greeters:  Jerry & Jené Yoder 
Nursery Helper: Fayth Boucher   

 
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café.  
NO Sunday School classes today. 
 

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, 12-5 p.m. – Girl Scouts (Natalie Moreland) 

6:15 p.m. – Taco Tuesday youth at SHMC  
Thursday, 9-11 a.m. – Senior Coffee Fellowship 
Saturday, 6-9 p.m. - New Year’s Eve Party in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
9:30 a.m. – Worship Service – Western District Conference minister Heidi Regier 
Kreider will preach on Jesus' baptism.  Raylene Hinz-Penner will lead the service.   
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café. 
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages.  Heidi Regier Kreider will 
show pictures as part of her update about Western District Conference activities, 
leaving time for questions and conversation.   
 
CLEANING SCHEDULE (New/Old):                                                 
Dec 31 – Hershberger (N), Goering (0) 
Jan 7 – Funk (N), Voth (0) 
Jan 14 – Hershberger (N), Goering (0) 
 
               LAST SUNDAY MORNING 
Visitors:  Braden Unruh; Lenore Waltner; Ben Goossen; Elsa Goossen; Aimee 
& Michael Voth Siebert; Megan Siebert & Andrew Voth; Lara Nell Stout; Sara 
Gragg; Cara Neufeld Smith; John Bergey; Sam Hershberger; Ben Sester & 
Taryn Temple;  
 

ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS 
- Thank you card & letter from Cornerstone of Topeka 
- Christmas cards from: Brian Strahm, Kansas Youth Chorale; Aaron, Audrey, & 
Nadia Ratzlaff; Cornerstone of Topeka 
- Camp Mennoscah letter & winter Newsletter 
- WDC Garden (featuring SHC); (also find copies in mailboxes) 
- Topeka Rescue Mission January 2017 Report   
- Kobie & Leah McAtee featured in The Topeka Capital-Journal ‘Midway’ 
- newsletter from Russell & Karen LaForce 
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Southern Hills Mennonite Church Mission Statement (from the church constitution):  The purpose of this 
congregation shall be to live by and promote, through worship, study, giving and witness, the heritage of the 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of the Christian faith and life in contemporary form.  We believe this to 
mean that a congregation is to be a body of Christians committed to the Lordship of Christ, who, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, seek to live lives of discipleship, to practice the ethic of love and nonresistance in 
all human relationships, and to adhere to the historic peace position. 
 
Southern Hills Bulletin Insert 1/1/17 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next Sunday, January 8, Western District Conference minister Heidi Regier 
Kreider will be here to share with us during the worship service.  Her sermon, 
"Beloved and Baptized," will focus on Jesus' baptism.  During the Sunday School 
hour in the sanctuary she will show pictures as part of her update about Western 
District Conference activities, leaving time for questions and conversation.   
 
Thanks to the Siebert/Voth/Unruh family for beautiful music last Sunday! 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday for the New Year’s holiday. The 
office will re-open on Tuesday, January 3.  
 
Every ministry of Southern Hills Mennonite Church is welcome to submit an 
annual report of your work from this past year. This is your opportunity to tell the 
church what you’ve been doing and invite others to get involved. Reports are due 
in the church office today. Send them to Church@SouthernHillsMC.org.  
 
The Church Council has distributed a draft of the 2017 SHMC budget and would 
appreciate your feedback on our 2017 spending plan by today. Copies were 
emailed again earlier this week. Paper copies are available on the foyer table.  
SHMC officers and boards (except the church treasurer) should submit their 
annual reports to the church office by January 3. 
 
A Friendship Circle organizational meeting will be held on Monday, January 
9th at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  All ladies are welcome and the quilt will 
be in the frame and ready to begin stitching.  
 
Pastors’ Whereabouts: The pastors plan drive back from Indianapolis today and 
then leave on Tuesday, January 3, for their sabbatical trip to 
Israel/Palestine/Jordan with the Bethel/Tabor College interterm group.  Randall 
Schmidt also plans to be on the trip.  During their absence you may direct any 
personal concerns to Sharon Peters or the other Diaconate members: Sue Ann 
Funk, Rod Garman, and Kevin Goering.  You may send items for the bulletin to 
Sue Ann Funk or Rebekah in the office.   
 
Update on Year End Giving to the Church Budget: We have received $32,746 
through the 3rd week of December. This leave us $22,000 short of our giving goal 
for 2016. Note that the church can accept check contributions for the 2016 budget 
year next Sunday (January 1) IF they are written and dated December 31. Please 
consider what you can do to help alleviate our budget shortfall. 

 
COMING EVENTS 

January 2 – Church office closed 
January 9, 6:30 p.m. – Friendship Circle meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
January 12, 6 p.m. – Church Council meeting 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Last Sunday we prayed for: 
- Randy Schmidt’s family, in the death of his uncle Willis Esau. 
- Rachel Schmidt’s niece who is critically ill with an abscessed spine. 
- Sherrell Conklin who is having another sleep study on January 11. 
- Mike Hein in the death of one friend and another who had a heart attack. 
- Taryn Temple who had a difficult year at Royal Valley with the death of their 
English teacher. 
- Those who are traveling at this time. 
- Peace in the Middle East. 
- Our students. 
Updates: 
- Donna Stucky’s (former member) son-in-law (Monica Keefe’s husband) died 
unexpectedly this past week. 
 

WIDER NEWS AND NOTES 
Western District Conference Prayer Request: Pray for all WDC congregations 
during this coming year, that God may empower us to witness and invite others to 
faith in Jesus Christ, dwell in just and loving relationships, and connect to God’s 
mission in the world. 
 
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request:  Linda Oyer, serving with 
Mennonite Mission Network, is waiting for surgery to remove her gallbladder after 
severe attacks of cholecystitis last month. Pray for rest and peace as she regains 
health in her home near Paris, France, so she can be ready for the operation this 
month. 

 
MENNONITE CHURCH USA: Registration for “Beyond Buried Treasure: 
Turning Hidden Resources into Assets” is now open. This second joint MHS 
Mennonite Health Assembly and Mennonite Education Agency Education Leaders 
Gathering takes place March 9-12 in Jacksonville, Florida. For more information 
or to register, visit mhaelgconference.wordpress.com. 
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