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FAREWELL POTLUCK DINNER FOR
DEWAYNE AND ELVERA DIRKS

MARCH 5, 2017
  DeWayne and Elvera Dirks were 
both born in Marion County, 
Kansas, and were baptized at the 
Friedenstahl Mennonite Church 
near Tampa. They were married 
August 30, 1958, and moved to 
Topeka in 1964, where they joined 
the Southern Hills Mennonite 
Church on December 20.
 
  DeWayne and Elvera have been 
pillars of the Southern Hills 
Church ever since. We could not 
begin to name all of the ways 

DeWayne and Elvera have been involved at Southern Hills. 
DeWayne has served a number of terms on the Diaconate and 
Elvera has been a core member of the Friendship Circle (now 
the Women’s Circle). For many years DeWayne was known as 
the “Garden Man” for tending his amazing plot on the church 
yard along 37th Street. Elvera was known as “Auntie Elvera” 
to the Neufeld Smith children as they visited the Dirks’ 
home on 35th Terrace during choir practice. DeWayne taught 
mathematics at Topeka High School for well over 30 years 
and ran the basketball game clock for Topeka High for 
almost that many years, receiving a letter jacket and 
permanent reserved seats in “The Dungeon” as a reward. 
Elvera was a valued employee of Stormont-Vail Hospital for 
many years. Upon retirement, DeWayne and Elvera moved to a 
lovely property southeast of Topeka, where DeWayne 
continued his life-long passion for gardening and raising 
fruit trees. Many SHMC folks have enjoyed the beauty and 
the hospitality of the Dirks’ country home.
 
  For health reasons, DeWayne and Elvera will be moving in 
March to Kidron-Bethel Retirement Community in North 
Newton, Kansas. The Dirks’ will hold an auction sale of 
some of their household items on Saturday, March 18. The 
Women’s Circle will serve concessions at the sale.

  To celebrate their long life and many contributions to 
Southern Hills Mennonite Church, we will hold a potluck 
dinner at Southern Hills after Sunday School on Sunday, 
March 5 in DeWayne and Elvera’s honor. The Diaconate will 
be our hosts, though they would appreciate help cleaning up 
after the dinner. Please bring food to share. Dishes using 
fruits and vegetables like the ones DeWayne and Elvera have 
grown, frozen and canned over the years would be especially 
appropriate.

Pastors 
Whereabouts

  Cynthia will spend 
a couple of days in 
Ohio with her 
siblings March 17-21.
  Roger and Cynthia 
will host the I-70 
pastors’ meeting on 
March 23 in Topeka.

Coming Events
March 4, 1:00 p.m. – 
Green and Clean Swap 
Meet
March 5, 12:00 p.m. – 
Potluck farewell 
dinner for DeWayne 
and Elvera Dirks
March 5 & 12, KMRS 
Fellowship Dinners
March 12, 12:00 p.m. 
– SHMC JUMP Network 
meeting
March 18, 10:00 a.m. 
– Topeka Common 
Ground “Seed Swap”
March 18, Moving Sale 
at Dirks’ home
March 31, 7:00 p.m. – 
Baby Shower for Megan 
and Daniel Klaassen
April 7-8, Kansas 
Mennonite Relief Sale 
in Hutchinson, KS
April 13, 6:30 p.m. - 
Maundy Thursday 
supper and service
April 16, 9:30 a.m. – 
Easter Breakfast; 
10:30 a.m. - Easter 
Worship Service (no 
Sunday School 
classes)
April 25, 7:00 p.m. – 
Topeka JUMP’s 
Nehemiah Action 
Assembly, Grace 
Cathedral
June 5-9, Bible 
School
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LENT BEGINS MARCH 5

  Our world is filled with many voices and distractions that call us away from God 
and the ways of God — violence, fear, consumerism, materialism, prejudice, hectic 
schedules and constant busyness, to name just a few. As a result, we can feel 
afraid, exhausted, restless, or just numb.
  Enter the season of Lent. Lent is a 40-day period in the Christian calendar that 
provides a chance to step back and create space, offering opportunities for 
reflection. It is a time to repent, to renew our commitment to God’s ways, and to 
rid ourselves of what distracts us from hearing God’s voice. Lent is often referred 
to as a wilderness, a space where the familiar is stripped away and we face our 
brokenness. Jesus began his ministry alone in the wilderness, where he faced 
temptation, fasted, and prayed.
  In the three-year lectionary cycle, the Year A scripture texts highlight stories 
that call us to conversion and new life (Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, the man 
born blind, and Lazarus). As we hear and reflect on these biblical stories, we will 
be invited to reflect on our own thirst, hunger, breathlessness and blindness, and 
turn toward wonder, hope and celebration.

Stand With Muslim Neighbors Week – March 6-12
  Various faith groups and organizations are coming together to observe a “Stand 
With Muslim Neighbors Week” March 6-12. The effort is being coordinated in Kansas 
by Kansas Interfaith Action, an interfaith group that advocates for a number of 
different justice and environmental issues in Kansas (see their website 
www.kansasinterfaithaction.org). The information from Kansas Interfaith Action 
gives congregations, groups within congregations and individuals ideas for how to 
be involved.
  The Outreach Ministries Board of Southern Hills briefly reviewed this information 
at its last meeting and is encouraging SHMC folks to get involved in “Stand With 
Muslim Neighbors Week”. Specifically, OMB would ask if there would be one or two 
SHMC people who would be willing to “step forward” ASAP, study this information, 
then suggest and help organize specific ways individuals or groups at SHMC could 
participate. Ideas might include organizing a visit of interested SHMC folks to the 
Islamic Center of Topeka, inviting a Muslim speaker to come to a SHMC SS class, 
and/or designing a banner we could display on our church yard offering to “Stand 
With Muslim Neighbors”.
  If you would be willing to help, or if you have questions or concerns, please 
talk with Roger.

Venture Club
  The Venture Club group will meet after church on the following dates. Please 
contact Diana or Phil with any further questions.
  March-5th- make cookies to deliver to the Rescue Mission-St Patrick green 
shamrocks. Games in the gym at church or outside weather permitting.
  April 9th-make Eater baskets for the Cornerstone families in their transitional 
housing program. Have our own Easter egg hunt outside weather permitting. Bring 
some of the following items to donate for the baskets: jelly beans, plastic eggs, 
chocolate candy eggs/bunnies, pencils, stickers, gummy bears,match box cars.
 May 7th--cook out over at the garden -Plant veggies and flowers- weather 
permitting.

http://www.kansasinterfaithaction.org/
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 Opportunity to be a Mentor
  The Topeka Rescue Mission and NetReach are looking for volunteers to be mentors.
As a Mentor/Coach you do not need any special skills except a faith in Christ and a 
willingness to serve. NetReach asks for a commitment of at least 2 hours per week 
on Tuesday evenings at Avondale East School, 455 SE Golf Park Blvd. The commitment 
asked by the Rescue Mission is for a similar amount of time.
  To become a mentor an application is required and you will be provided with 
training. The next Mentor Training dates are: Monday, March 13, 2017 and Thursday, 
March 16, 2017 from 6:30pm-9:30pm at the Topeka Rescue Mission, 600 N Kansas Ave.
As a Mentor you will be paired with 1-2 other mentors and each mentor will be 
assigned 1-2 mentees(residents). You will be there to lend an ear, ask questions, 
and provide guidance as the mentees work on Life Goals in the areas of 
transportation, family, finance, employment, education, spiritual, social, and 
housing.  
  If you are interested, would like for more information, or to request an 
application and sign up for training, please contact Anne Freeze, Director of 
Events and Volunteer Services at: afreeze@trmonline.org or by phone at 785-730-
8856.

February 16th Council Meeting Summary
  Janet Dixon opened the February 16th Council meeting with devotions. Council 
approved the minutes of the January 12th meeting. The Trustees report was set aside 
for additional discussion and clarification; the rest of the consent agenda was 
accepted.  
  Rachel Goossen reguested time at the beginning of the Council meeting to discuss 
the purpose of a welcome sign that the Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution in North Newton has made available to congregations and individuals. The 
Council asked that one of these signs be placed near the main church entrance.
  Because SHMC has had our Director of Youth/Young Adults position for four years, 
it is time to do an evaluation of that ministry and the needs of SHMC. The Council 
authorized Roger to assemble a Review Committee made up of representatives from 
various SHMC groups involved with youth and young adult ministry.
  Steve Funk has reinstated a password on the church wireless system for security 
reasons.  
  A Town Hall meeting is scheduled for Feb. 26 at 11:45 to discuss the issue of 
church membership and whether it is necessary for eligibility to serve on church 
Boards and Council.  
  Council appointed Mike Peters to serve on the Christian Education Board and Vicki 
Penner to serve on the Pastor Congregation Relations Committee.  
  Council reviewed the minutes and the approved budget from the January 29th Annual 
Meeting.  
  Council also approved the MOUs for the Director of Youth and Young Adults 
Ministries, SHMC Administrative Assistant, and SHMC Nursery Worker.  
  Council will meet next on March 9th, beginning at 6 p.m.

 
  Senior Coffee will meet on March 2, March 16, and March 30. Meeting time is 9:00 
a.m. on those Thursdays. On March 30, seniors from Cornerstone Community Church 
will be invited to join SHMC seniors at Southern Hills.

mailto:afreeze@trmonline.org
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LIBRARY NOTES

by Sara Keckeisen
  People have been generous with their donations again 
this last little while.  Thanks to all!
  First, we are delighted to have received as a 
donation a copy of Daryl Nickel’s new music CD, Echoes 
In A Canyon (library code SHMC, author Nickel).  Daryl 
is a former member at SHMC who has relocated to 
Colorado.  Many of us remember his strong voice and 
excellent musical talents.  Now he has produced a CD of 
13 original songs for us to enjoy.  You are most 
welcome to check out this CD from the church library, 
but please try to return the CD within two weeks to the 
church library.  Also try NOT to let it get lost in 
your personal music collections so that everyone will 
have a chance to check this out!  Sign and date the 
check-out card and leave it in the library so we can 
keep track of who has the recording.
  Another donation is Stop Moaning, Start Owning: How 
Entitlement Is Ruining America and How Personal 
Responsibility Can Fix It, by Brian Russell (library 
code P&FI, author Russell).  “The United States is a 
country founded by rugged individualists who valued 
personal freedom and risked their fortunes and their 
very lives to form the single greatest nation in which 
to pursue happiness. Yet many Americans today feel 
entitled to happiness, abdicating personal 
responsibility and instead choosing to moan and blame 
everything and everyone else for their problems … 
Through Dr. Russell’s personal and professional 
insights … this groundbreaking book will open your eyes 
and have you reexamining your actions, reassessing how 
you raise your children, and reasserting control over 
your own destiny.”
  Two popular writers wrote individually and 
collaboratively on related topics in the books Red 
Letter Christians, by Tony Campolo (library code F&CI, 
author Campolo) and Red Letter Revolution, by Shane 
Claiborne and Tony Campolo (library code F&CI, author 
Claiborne).  In both books, the authors challenge the 
popular image of Evangelicals, asserting that not all 
Evangelicals are religious-right Republicans trying to 
mold Jesus into a Republican. But Jesus wasn’t a 
Democrat either.  Jesus refuses to fit into any of our 
political ideologies.  A passionate group of 
contemporary Evangelicals declares that the red letters 
in the New Testament—the words of Jesus—are more 
important than the black letters, that the words 
ascribed to Jesus lead us to a way to navigate our 
lives faithfully, directing us to a better way of 
living and looking at the world.  The authors invite us 
to look at contemporary issues in the light of the “red 
letters,” the way Jesus said to look at those issues. 
These two books are a timely call back to the true, 
radical fundamentals of Christianity.

Happy reading!

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries:
Lois Grummert
Administrative Assistant:
Rebekah Wheaton
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com
April Newsletter 
deadline March 20th.

March Birthdays
Max Burkholder – 1
Vicki Penner – 1
Annette Bartel – 2
Stephen Lowry – 4
Genevieve Akins – 6
Chris Blocker – 9
Marcus McAtee – 9
Stan Voth – 10
Judy Krehbiel – 23
Chantse Boucher – 26
Fayth Boucher – 26
Rich Minder – 26
Mike Schmidt – 27
Josie Linn – 29

March Anniversaries
Bob & Sara Keckeisen – 21

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Hi Crest Garden
  If you are interested in a family garden plot at the HI Crest Community Garden 
for the 2017 growing season please contact Diana Hershberger. The plots vary in 
size depending on your preference. There is a yearly water usage fee of $5 per plot 
and a weekly volunteer commitment of 1 hour in the community area. We garden as a 
group in the mornings usually on Monday or Tuesday and on Thursday evenings. We are 
trying to email a weekly garden up date of work days, harvesting timelines, weeding 
issues, and any other information to all the participants. The produce in the 
community section is donated first to I Care. If the produce has a short shelf life 
-it goes to the Rescue Mission for meal preparation. Volunteers are always welcomed 
to come out and join the fun. We thank the church for their continued support.

KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE
April 7 & 8

Hutchinson, KS Fairgrounds
  The Kansas State Fairgrounds will be the site of the second largest event to 
occur at this location on April 7 and 8 when the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale takes 
place.

  Volunteers have been working all winter to plan and prepare items for the sale. 
The sale bill is printed and can be viewed on the KMRS website, 
(Kansas.mccsale.org). Committees, such as Quilter’s Corner, have organized 
donations. By the end of the month the quilt gallery will be posted, showing the 
quilts that will be available at the quilt auction.

  Now it’s time to invite volunteers to donate some time to make sure that last 
minute preparations are scheduled and filled. A peppernut baking day will be 
scheduled for us at SHMC. Verenike (made in Hillsboro on April 4) and Bohne Beroggi 
(made in Moundridge April 1) are prepared, then frozen, the week before the sale. 
Many volunteers are needed the days of the sale. Sign-up sheets will be placed in 
the south foyer during the month of March. Pie pans and plastic bags for baked 
goods will be available and distributed on March 12. Please consider how you can be 
a part of the sale by signing up to help and participate in your choice of 
activity. It is a wonderful opportunity to be part of this worthwhile fundraiser 
and an opportunity to meet friends.

  If you have questions, visit with Roger and Judy Krehbiel or Virgil and Joyce 
Funk.

Groundhog
So I was at an Amish friend’s house for a cook out. The Amish man running

the grill turns to me and says "Charlie do you like groundhog?”
I said “What no! I mean I never had it"

He said "Well you are tonight?"
I said "Wait what!" Groundhog? I'm not eating any groundhog"

He said "Oh you don't like sausage?"
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MCC School Kits

  You have heard that “It takes a Village to raise a child”. Likewise, it could be 
said “it takes an entire church to make MCC School Kits”. 125 kits have been put 
together by many doing different jobs. The Venture Club kids, with the help of some 
youth, assembled 100 bags and the Pre K/K Sunday School class assembled another 25. 
The bags were sewn by several different ladies and ties put in them by the Senior 
coffee group. The coffee group also taped the pencils together. The supplies for 
100 kits were purchased during “back to school” sales with money from the fall bake 
sale. Erna Nichols donated money for the other 25 kits in memory of Mary Ann 
Bonebrake. Now they are ready for someone to volunteer to take them to the MCC 
center in Newton. Thanks to everyone for your help on this project.

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2
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Painting Circle

  The Painting Circle drew and painted over 300 valentine cards plus a number of 
dollar bills folded into hearts for Valentine's Day destined for three different 
Topeka retirement centers. The handmade valentines went to the residents and the 
dollar-bill folded hearts were given to staff to use in their Valentines Day 
Parties for residents (those that were the oldest, had most children, could guess 
the temperature outside, etc).
  The first delivery was Legacy Retirement Home. Diana was surprised how many 
younger people were residents in this facility in East Topeka. This was not one of 
the higher-end facilities with such plain rooms and little stimulation for the 
residents. Our children were great. Jackson, April, Brooke, Elvera, Nicole and 
Diana walked through the retirement center after church handing out the valentines. 
The children said it did not take very long---"We should have made more and stayed 
longer" was their comment. It makes us know that we can do more "outreach" 
activities to this facility in the future.
  In addition to the cards distributed at Legacy, Elvera Johnson took 90 cards to 
Manor Care (where Linda Roberts resides) and Elvera and Lanette Farmer delivered 
over 100 cards room-to-room at Plaza West Care Center. Several of the residents 
there requested that we thank the children who made them.
  As well as thanks to the children, we also acknowledge DeWayne and Elvera Dirks 
donated money to make this project possible. Their gran supplied materials to fold 
dollar bills, print valentines, create envelopes, buy glitter, and to Lila who 
supervised the artists and coordinated the project.
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Youth Group

  Greetings! I wanted to fill in the congregation on what the youth group has been 
up to for the past 6-7 months, and to ask for volunteers. First, there are some 
main areas of youth group: fundraising for trips, fellowship activities, service 
projects, spiritual coaching, and Sunday School. This year the youth have been 
gearing towards the possibility of attending the 2017 MCUSA convention. This, of 
course, is not going to happen as we weren't able to raise the funds. Instead, we 
are planning to volunteer with Mennonite Disaster Service this summer! Once all the 
details are finalized, I will share more information.
  As a youth group, we planned & attended fundraisers, such as the car wash, the 
bierock sale, Christmas Program meal & the annual meeting chili feed. We have also 
created times of fellowship by having fun together at the Trampolaserpark, a lock 
in, Gary's Berries, the Mentor Picnic, and a recent game & pizza afternoon. These 
fellowship times are highly important for the life of the youth group. Here is 
where the youth are able to relax & have fun with each other as they bond. In my 
experience, I have found that working with people, trust is needed to be 
established before any relational connection can happen. That's what these 
fellowship times are building; trust.
  The youth group participated in a service opportunity this year. We helped out in 
the community gardens & hung out with the Venture club. I am hoping to make more 
connections with the Venture Club to bring about a mentorship between the high 
school youth & the younger youth.
  I have also implemented one-on-one sessions of Spiritual Coaching (similar to 
Spiritual Direction). These are times where I am available for one-on-one sessions 
with youth who are willing and able to meet with me over lunch or coffee to discuss 
life & faith. These are times where I listen with my heart & devote my time and 
energy into each individual, giving them a safe space to express themselves, to 
share and to ask questions. If any shared information is life-threatening then I 
would contact the appropriate people, but otherwise, my sessions are confidential.
  In Sunday school, I start off with highs and lows. This is where we go around and 
check in with each youth present to listen to how their week has gone; the good and 
bad. We then center ourselves and meditate for 15 minutes each morning. This allows 
us to quiet our minds, relax, and center in on the Sunday morning session. This 
mindful meditation allows us to center and allow ourselves to be still. Jesus was 
famous for knowing when it was time for him to be alone and allow the stillness of 
prayer to surround him while he connected with himself and with God. This is why 
this meditation time is important to our Sunday school class; to connect with 
ourselves and the Divine that resides within each of us, bringing us closer to our 
faith and into a deeper connection with God. For topics, we started off learning 
from the 'Love is a Verb' curriculum that was given out by MC USA in preparation 
for the 2017 youth convention. When we discovered that we wouldn't be going to the 
MC USA convention, we switched gears. This is when the interest of Heaven & Hell 
came about, which then lead us to the book "Love Wins" by Rob Bell. We are 
currently reading the teen version of this book, and discussing what comes up for 
us, in our lives & our faith/beliefs.
  As you know, the youth group used to have wonderful sponsors! And since Mark & 
Carla Schmidt 'retired' from being sponsors, I haven't been able to fill their 
spots. If you or someone who know would love to volunteer & help with the youth 
group activities, please let me know! We need other caring adults who want to be 
involved in the youth's lives & see the youth thrive in their faith. You are 
needed! And if you feel you are unable to volunteer, then I ask for your prayers 
that youth are able to become the people God has created them to be! Thank you for 
your continued support and love, and if you have any questions or concerns, please 
come and talk with me. For communication purposes, I check my email every Wednesday 
and Sunday. If it is urgent, then please call me. Thanks! Lois Grummert
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Mennonite History and LGBTQ Church Leadership

  Rachel Goossen, professor of History at Washburn University, is the recipient of 
the Visiting Regional Humanities Faculty Award from the University of Kansas.
  This September, she will be in residence at the Hall Center for the Humanities at 
K.U., researching her new project, "Finding a Home: LGBTQ Mennonite Leaders and 
Denominational Identity." Through recorded interviews with pastors and other 
leaders across the U.S. and Canada, she is analyzing Mennonite leaders' experi- 
ences, particular to those who, in past decades, have left congregations and/or 
related institutions due to LGBTQ exclusion. Her study emphasizes the range of 
theological and historical perspectives gained by church leaders in--and then 
moving beyond--Anabaptist/Mennonite faith traditions. To date, her research 
includes Mennonite-trained pastors, chaplains, administrators, and theologians who 
have moved into LGBTQ-affirming church settings, including Church of the Brethren, 
United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, Congregational, and American Baptist 
congregations.
  Rachel welcomes suggestions regarding her scholarship, and she plans to report on 
her findings at upcoming conferences and public programs.


