
 

 
Wherever you are in life’s journey and your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here, where together we share God’s love. 

 
SOUTHERN HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH 

511 SE 37th Street, P.O Box 5067, Topeka, KS 66605-0067 
 785-266-9403   Church@SouthernHillsMC.org 

April 23, 2017                                           61:17 
 
9:20 a.m. - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP - Please enter the sanctuary quietly to 
pray, write a message of gratitude or prayer request on a card, light a candle, and 
spend time in reflection as you listen to the prelude.  
 
Prelude:          “Morning Has Broken”          Ham 

 “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”      Carter 
“All Things Bright and Beautiful” 

   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River; Simple Gifts”  Johnston 
 

9:30 a.m. - WELCOME TO WORSHIP – EARTH DAY SUNDAY 
 
Introduction of Guests (Please fill out the welcome pads.)  
Announcements 
*Passing the Peace 
*Musical Response 
 
*Call to Worship: “Litany of Praise and Prayer”         Insert 
*Invocation 
*Hymn:          “I sing the mighty power of God”              HWB 46 (blue) 

 
Invitation to the Children:   “Jesus loves the little children”     Screen 
Time with the Children                     Sue Ann Funk 
Song:                   “All things bright and beautiful”  HWB 156 (blue) 
 (Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery during the song.) 
 
Moment in Ministry: Topeka JUMP           JUMP Team 
 
Presenting our Offerings  
Offertory Prayer                              
Offertory:     “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens"                   Held 

(Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates.) 
 
Psalm Presentation                Psalm 104 
 
Sharing and Prayer 
Hymn:             “Morning has broken”    HWB 648 (blue) 

 
Old Testament Reading           portions of Genesis 2 
Notes on community gardening              Diana Hershberger
      

 
Meditation:              “Adam and Eve Were Gardeners”      Roger 
 
*Hymn:                   “This is my Father’s world”      HWB 154 (blue) 
*Benediction                                                                              
*Organ Response    
*Postlude:                  “Toccata in Seven”         Rutter     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Hearing assist devices & large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
STJ = Sing the Journey (green); STS = Sing the Story (purple) 

HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book (blue) 

Pastor: Roger Neufeld Smith 
Associate Pastor, Organist:  
   Cynthia Neufeld Smith  
Director of Youth and Young Adults:   
   Lois Grummert  

Worship Leader: Sharon Peters 
Nursery Helper:  Zaka Blocker                                  
Ushers:  Jerry & Jené Yoder 
Greeters:  Mark & Carla Schmidt 

 
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café.  
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages. Adult classes will meet in their 
usual locations. 
12:00 p.m. – Education Board meeting 
 

THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, 6:15 p.m. – Taco Tuesday (NetReach) 
     7:00 p.m. – Nehemiah Action Assembly, Grace Cathedral 
Wednesday, 6:15-6:45 p.m. - Adult Choir Rehearsal (Note time change!) 
     – NO Women’s and Men’s Bible study groups until next fall. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
9:30 a.m. –- Michelle Armster, Executive Director of Mennonite Central Committee 
Central States, will preach about Jesus’ disciples on the road to Emmaus.  
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café.  
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages. Michelle Armster will share about 
the work of MCC Central States in the sanctuary. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
NURSERY SCHEDULE:            CLEANING SCHEDULE (New/Old):                                                 
Apr 30 – Marcus McAtee            Apr 29 – Shima/Young (N&0) 
May 7 – Zoe Burkholder             May 6 – Burkholder/Oesch (N), Schmidt (0) 
May 14 – Kaity Shima                May 13 – Funk (N), Voth (0) 
 

LAST SUNDAY MORNING 
Attendance:  145      Visitors:  Marcy Anderson, Corkill family, Brad & Kim 
Cutting & family; Galen & Roberta Harms; Mike & Jodi Heim & family; Shana 
Goering; Fred & Bev Goering; Fred & Carla Timberlake; Julie Sutton; Mya 
Kramer; Mark Miller; Nick Richardson 
 
 
 

mailto:Church@SouthernHillsMC.org


 
 
Southern Hills Mennonite Church Mission Statement (from the church constitution):  The purpose of this 
congregation shall be to live by and promote, through worship, study, giving and witness, the heritage of the 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of the Christian faith and life in contemporary form.  We believe this to mean 
that a congregation is to be a body of Christians committed to the Lordship of Christ, who, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, seek to live lives of discipleship, to practice the ethic of love and nonresistance in all human 
relationships, and to adhere to the historic peace position. 
 
Southern Hills Bulletin Insert 4/23/17 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKS to everyone who helped to make last Sunday special: the Fellowship 
Committee who hosted breakfast, and all those who brought flowers, Thanks also 
to Phyllis Slipke and the Shimas for leading great children’s times during 
Lent/Easter, Sue Ann Funk who set up the display at the front, and Carol Ingenthron 
for making the banner.   
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Care packages for college students 
and our VSer, and Lila Bartel and Lori Oesch for organizing that effort. 
 
Please submit articles for the May newsletter by Monday, April 24. 
 
Michelle Armster, Executive Director of Mennonite Central Committee Central 
States, will be our guest preacher next Sunday. Michelle was an associate pastor 
for community life at Blossom Hill Mennonite Church in Lancaster, Pa. and has also 
served as the director of Mennonite Conciliation Services and co-director for the 
Office on Justice and Peacebuilding. Michelle will also speak in the Topics Sunday 
School class about the work of MCC Central States. Everyone is welcome 
 
Planning to go to Camp Mennoscah this summer?  Registrations with the early 
discount are due by May 1. 
 
Bible School is fast approaching – June 5-9.  Please help make this successful by 
registering your children and offering to help.  You may fill out a paper form on the 
office counter or do it on email.  Thank you! 
 
For those interesting in mowing the church property this year, there is a signup 
sheet on the bulletin board.  Like last year, we have openings every two weeks for 
someone from the church to mow.  The date on the signup sheet is the date by 
which you need to have the property mowed.  You can talk to Jerry Yoder if you 
have any questions. 
 
Please mark Saturday morning, May 6th, on your calendars.  It will be the church’s 
workday.  We will start at 9:00 in the morning and work on things until around 
noon.  Even if you can only come for an hour, please come out and have some fun 
with us.  There will be things for everyone to do so don’t be shy, come and join 
us.  The trustees would also like to ask any teachers with project ideas to please 
contact us to see if we can add the project to our list. 
 

 
 
The SHMC Church Council has initiated a visioning process for youth and young 
adult ministry in light of the resignation of Lois Grummert as our Directory of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries. A Vision Committee is being appointed. To inform our 
visioning process, the Church Council has invited Dwight Regier to visit Southern 
Hills on May 7. Dwight is the Western District Conference Youth Ministry Team 
Leader and has had long experience in Mennonite youth ministry. Dwight will preach 
about “Youth Ministry Today” in worship, speak to a combined class of youth and 
adults during the Sunday School hour, and then meet with our Vision Committee for 
lunch. We encourage all youth and adults to attend. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
May 1, 5:30 p.m. – Trustee meeting 
            7:00 p.m. – Worship Committee meeting  
May 6, 9:00 a.m. – Spring Work Day 
May 7, 9:30 a.m. – Dwight Regier, WDC Youth Coordinator, guest preacher 
          10:30 a.m. – Dwight Regier will share about current trends in youth and young 
  adult ministry in the Western District Conference.  
May 21, 9:30 a.m. – Teacher Appreciation and Graduate Recognition 
May 24, 7 p.m. – Hesston College Bel Canto Singers in concert 
 

ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS 
- East Hill Singers present “Manly Men” concert, April 23 & 30 
- “Creation in Crisis – climate change changes everything,” April 26 
- 11th Annual Kansas MCC Ride for Relief, May 21 
-Topeka Rescue Mission April Report (includes article about new TRM Boutique) 
- Lavina Wall featured in Topeka Capital-Journal article about I Care and Easter 
dinners 
- Vern Graber obituary (Erna Nichol’s brother)  
- “Digital History Project…”, article about Ben Goossen in Bethel College Context 
publication 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS   
Last Sunday we prayed for: 
- St. Francis Hospital employees, staff and the people they serve in light of the 
uncertainty surrounding the future of the hospital. 
- peace in North Korea, Syria and Israel/Palestine 
- Alba Blocker’s sister-in-law, who is undergoing cancer treatments.  
- Bradley Bowersox, who has been experiencing struggles lately.  
We gave thanks for: 
- new life in Christ and the hope of resurrection. 
- accomplishments of our youth and young adults, including excellent 
performances by the Topeka West High School and Highland Park High School at 
the regional music contest.  
 

 
             ~ NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE IN MAILBOXES TODAY ~ 
 



 

“A NIGHT OF JUSTICE” 

Topeka JUMP Nehemiah Action Assembly 

April 25, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Grace Cathedral, 701 SW 8th Ave. 
 

        Topeka JUMP Nehemiah Assembly is (potentially) the largest annual 

celebration of justice in Topeka! This year we believe we will be celebrating a 

number of significant actions taken by our community leaders.  

       Our goal is to bring 100 Southern Hills members, worshipers and friends 

to stand together publicly in a "Night of Justice."  We'll join with friends from 18 

other churches, swelling the sanctuary to over 1,000 justice seekers. 
 

Three action items will be highlighted this year. 

 Mental Health – Bill Persinger (from Valeo Behavioral Service) and 

Brian Cole (Director of Shawnee County Department of Corrections) will 

be asked to have their agencies hire and share the cost of a full-time 

employment specialist dedicated to support inmates with mental illness 

who want to find and keep jobs upon release. From prior conversations 

with both leaders, we expect them both to agree to this request. 
 

 Safe and Affordable Housing – Mayor Wolgast will be asked to partner 

with another city council member to introduce a revised housing trust 

fund ordinance to the housing task force (which he organized at our 

request last year) by July 2017 that includes a dedicated public funding 

source to serve low income families. From prior conversations with the 

Mayor, we believe he is prepared to agree to this request. 
 

 Transportation – Susan Duffy (Director of Topeka Metro) will be asked 

to draft transportation solutions that get people to work in the 

industrial area south of Topeka. From prior conversation with Ms. 

Duffy, we believe she is prepared to agree to this request. 
   

     These action items are important. But more important is for the people of 

Shawnee County to show that they care about justice issues and are willing to turn 

out in large numbers to celebrate “A Night of Justice” with their new friends from 

across town. We need you to attend and celebrate this night of justice. 
 

       Our Justice Ministry Network members are prepared to help arrange car 

pools to Grace Cathedral to reduce congestion around the Cathedral and to lower 

our carbon footprint. When a JUMP Network member calls, let them know that 

you can attend and offer to help with the carpool, if you can.  

 
 

MCC RELIEF KITS 
 

 NEWBORN KITS: Judy Gingerich made 12 newborn kits, which were 
then assembled by Senior Coffee participants and transported to Newton 
by the Dixons. 

 
 RELIEF KITS: Relief kits provide valuable supplies to families whose lives 

have been disrupted by war or disaster.  14,507 were shipped last year to 
Jordan, Syria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Haiti, Honduras, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Ukraine and Serbia.  The Women’s Circle invites everyone to help make 
relief kits.  See the list below of required items.  You might want to 
partner with someone or work as a group, or you can donate money – 
please make out checks to SHMC, designated for relief kits.  See Elizabeth 
Unruh if you have questions. We will wrap this up by the end of May.   

 
 Contents (NEW items only, in original packaging) 

 4 large bars bath soap  
 1 plastic bottle shampoo (13–24 oz; place in resealable plastic 

bag) 
 4 large bars laundry soap (Fels Naptha®, Sunlight® or Zote® 

brands) 
 4 adult-size toothbrushes  
 4 new bath towels (medium weight, dark or bright colors) 
 2 wide-tooth combs (6–8 in) 
 1 fingernail clipper(good quality) 
 1 box adhesive bandages(minimum 40 count, assorted) 
 1 package sanitary pads (18–24 count thin maxi) 

 
 Place contents in a box or bag.  They will be re-packed in a new 5-gallon 
 plastic pail with a lid and delivered to the MCC center in North Newton. 
 
 
 
 


