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How does your garden grow?
  The I Care garden is planted and growing. If you are a 
gardener please consider planting an extra bean, plant or 
row to share with I Care. Fresh fruits and vegetables are a 
very important part of a healthy diet. I Care can always 
use more produce to encourage our clients to make a healthy 
plate with half their plate being fruits and vegetables. 
Garden surplus is always welcome.

HESSTON COLLEGE BEL CANTO SINGERS
IN CONCERT AT SHMC MAY 24

  We have the great privilege of hearing the Hesston 
College Bel Canto Singers right here on May 24 at 7 p.m. 
This 22-member group is directed by Dr. Russell Adrian who 
is Sara (Adrian) Unruh’s brother, and accompanied by Ken 
Rodgers, cousin of Glenna Lowry and Phil Hershberger.  The 
program entitled “God Is Near” is inspired by a call to 
seek out faith in our lives.  The concert features 
a cappella works, selections with organ or piano, and 
special music by soloists and small ensembles.  Diana 
Hershberger will head up arrangements to feed the choir 
before the concert and Jené Yoder will organize housing for 
the night.  You will be invited to assist with both of 
those endeavors – stay tuned for further details.

  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 
serves me.  
                                            John 12:26, NIV

Pastors 
Whereabouts

  Roger and Cynthia 
will host the I-70 
pastors’ group 
meeting on May 19. 

Coming Events
May 6 – Spring 
Workday at SHMC.
May 24 – Hesston 
College Bel Canto 
Singers at SHMC.
June 5-9 – Bible 
School.
June 11 - Bible 
School Program and 
Open House.
June 14 – Roger and 
Cynthia leave for 
their sabbatical.
June 18 - First 
Sunday of Summer 
Sunday School term.

Sundays in May
May 7 - Dwight Regier 
will speak in worship 
and Sunday School 
about youth and 
young adult 
ministries. See the 
article in this 
newsletter. 
May 14 - Cynthia will 
preach about women’s 
issues in conjunction 
with Mother’s Day.
May 21 - Graduate 
Recognition and 
Teacher Appreciation
May 28 - Memorial 
Sunday (no Sunday 
School classes) 
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KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE

April 7 and 8, 2017
  At the Kansas State Fairgrounds, on April 7-8, The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale 
raised $537,458 for Mennonite Central Committee. The check for this amount will be 
presented to a representative from Mennonite Central Committee at the annual KMRS 
meeting on May 18 at the Eden Mennonite Church.
  This celebration was made possible through volunteer efforts from Mennonite, 
Amish, and Church of the Brethren churches in Kansas. Proceeds of the sale included 
$116,787.50 from the Quilt Auction, $109,834.50 from the General Auction, $6,292.00 
from the Surplus Auction, $51,833.04 from “Feeding the Multitude”, $27,929.00 from 
“Run for Relief”, $19,778.76 from “Baked Goods” and $15,179.16 from “My Coins 
Count”,(organized by Carole and Wayne Stucky.) All other booth totals will be 
outlined in the KMRS Annual Report in May.
  Our church was involved in many ways in preparation for the sale and volunteering 
at the sale. The wooden toys and bird houses made during our last summer’s 
Intergenerational Sunday School hour were donated. A barn quilt was donated by 
Phyllis Slipke. A cash donation of $2,700 ($200.00 Women’s Circle , $500.00 Church 
Budget, and $2,000.00 Senior Coffee Group) was presented prior to the sale for pre-
sale expenses. We collected $1,202.27 for the “My Coins Count” offerings. Eight 
from our church participated, either as a host or guest, in the Fellowship Meals. 
Thirteen volunteers represented us as they worked throughout the sale. We donated 
ten pies, 33 bags of peppernuts and eight dozen zwiebach to the Baked Goods Booth. 
The church quilt sold for $4,600. Carol Ingenthron, together with Rose Haury and 
Charlene Driggers, donated a quilt which brought the exciting record price of 
$15,000. Carol and Mike Ingenthron donated another quilt which brought $1,000.
  A big THANK YOU is extended to all! The weekend was a celebration of a year’s 
preparation and a time of fellowship with those who share the vision of Christ’s 
call to help the less fortunate among us.

These are the items that were put together during last summer's 
"Sunday School Summer Camp" and donated to the 2017 KMRS.
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KIDS CAN MAKE PEACE
BIBLE SCHOOL/PEACE CLUB 2017

  Let’s help our children become peacemakers! Our 
Bible School will help children learn to live 
peacefully with creation, themselves, God, and 
others. We will hear Bible stories, sing songs, 
make crafts, play games, and do service projects 
– and we hope to do it all peacefully! We still 
need some helpers and we need lots more kids! 
Talk with Cynthia, Janet Dixon, Deb Goering, or 
Megan Waltner to volunteer, to sign up kids, or 
with any questions,. Dates: June 5-9, 5:45-8 p.m. 
with supper at 5:15. For children age 4 through 
those currently finishing 6th grade. 

Senior Coffee

  

  Senior Coffee will meet on May 4, and May 18. 
Meeting time is 9:00 a.m. on those Thursdays.

Graduate Recognition
  During our worship service on May 21 we will 
recognize the hard work and achievements of our 
high school graduate, Zach Shima. We don’t 
believe that we have other college and university 
graduates this year. Please let us know if we 
missed someone.

 

  People that rode bikes, walked and ran for 
Earth Sunday: Nick, Marley & Lois Grummert, 
Monica Schrag, Sue Ann and Steve Funk, Clyde 
Schwanke, and Guy and Maat Smoker. Not pictured: 
Malachi Grummert and Roger Neufeld Smith. 

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries:
Lois Grummert
Administrative Assistant:
Rebekah Wheaton
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com
June Newsletter deadline May 
22nd.

May Birthdays
Kobie McAtee – May 2
Laurel Nagengast – May 5
Lily Corkill – May 6
Jill Siebert – May 11
Karen Burkholder – May 12
Jocelyn Graber – May 12
Joyce Funk – May 14
Bernie Balzer – May 15
Brian Strahm – May 15
Dale Burkholder – May 17
Brad Martin – May 17
Glenna Lowry – May 19
Dan Nagengast – May 19
Mike Ingenthron – May 21
Greg Martin – May 22
Phyllis Slipke – May 23
Matt Krehbiel – May 24
Doug Shima – May 26

May Anniversaries
Carol & Mike Ingenthron – May 2
Elvera & Duane Johnson – May 18
Karen & Andrew Linn – May 20
Jenny & Rob Banks – May 22
Joyce & Virg Funk – May 28
Judy & Roger Krehbiel – May 28
Cassie & Darin Juhnke – May 30

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Remember Your Teacher

  The Education Board encourages ALL students (adults as well as children and 
youth) to thank your Sunday School teacher or youth club leader with a card, letter 
or other token of appreciation. May 21 is Teacher and Sponsor Appreciation Sunday, 
but you can thank your teacher any time during the month of May!

Memorial Sunday May 28
We have traditionally designated the Sunday before Memorial Day to remember and 
celebrate the lives of family and congregational members who have died in the past 
year or so. If you have a loved one that you would like for us to remember, please 
contact Roger or Cynthia, so we are sure not to miss anyone. 

Transitions in Youth and Young Adult Ministry
  On April 5 Lois Grummert sent the following letter to Southern Hills Mennonite 
Church:
  “With so many mixed emotions I am writing you my notice of resignation, with my 
last day being July 31, 2017. I am in a different stage of my life, and I am being 
called to work in a way that simplifies my life. Especially with young children 
and being a stay-at-home mom, I am called to focus my attention on my children. My 
heart and passion are being centered around the ministries of the spiritual life 
of my children and women. The youth and young adults need someone whose heart and 
passions are focused on them and their faith development. Thank you for the years 
of experience with these youth and young adults, they are forever in my heart.”
  We are sad to receive Lois’ resignation, but certainly understand and affirm her 
shift in focus to her family and ministries that simplify her life. We are glad to 
know that the Grummert family will continue to live in Topeka and attend Southern 
Hills! In fact, we congratulate Nick on his recent appointment as assistant 
principle at the new Jardine Elementary School!

Developing a Vision for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
  In light of the resignation of Lois Grummert as our Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries, the SHMC Church Council has initiated a visioning process for 
youth and young adult ministry. A Vision Committee has been appointed, with Rachel 
Goossen as chairperson, Lori Oesch representing the Education Board, Diana 
Hershberger representing the Diaconate, at large member Natalie Moreland and youth 
representatives that will attend when they can. To inform our visioning process, 
the Church Council has invited Dwight Regier to visit Southern Hills on May 7. 
Dwight is the Western District Conference Youth Ministry Team Leader and has had 
long experience in Mennonite youth ministry. Dwight will preach about “Youth 
Ministry Today” in worship and then speak to a combined class of youth and adults 
during the Sunday School hour. We encourage all youth and adults to attend both 
worship and Sunday School on May 7 to begin this visioning process. 

  Dear Heavenly Father, So far, today, I've done all right. I haven't gossiped or 
lost my temper. I haven't been greedy, grumpy, nasty, or self centered. I'm really 
happy about that so far. But in a few minutes I'm going to be getting out of bed 
and then I'm going to need a lot of help. Thank you! Amen
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JUMP Topeka 

“Night of Justice” sees officials commit to tackle mental health, 
housing and transportation issues”

  A boisterous crowd in downtown Topeka’s Grace Episcopal Cathedral gave booming 
cheers as Topeka and Shawnee County officials agreed to tackle mental health, 
affordable housing and transportation — issues affecting many disenfranchised 
Topekans.
  Topeka Justice Unity Ministry Project, more commonly called JUMP, brought members 
of 20 Shawnee County churches together for a “Night of Justice,” where officials, 
including Mayor Larry Wolgast, agreed to explore:
•A partnership between Valeo Behavioral Health Care and the Shawnee County 
Department of Corrections that would provide a supported employment specialist for 
inmates upon release.
•An affordable housing fund that, with the help of public funds, would support 
improvements to Topeka’s affordable housing stock.
•The “Topeka Workforce Route,” a bus route that would provide rides south of town 
to Mars Chocolate plant.

“This attendance tonight is evidence we are building a culture of justice in our 
congregations,” Eve Kendall, of Central Congregational Church, told the crowd of 
nearly 1,000 people.

  Bradley Bowersox came to Topeka in 2014 to reunite with family. He told the crowd 
he struggled to hold a job and soon couldn’t afford the cocktail of medications he 
needed to combat anxiety related to post-traumatic stress disorder. While off his 
medication, he became convinced late one night that people were breaking into his 
home. After making his fifth call to 911, he was arrested. Bowersox likely could 
have benefited from a program called supported employment services, which pairs 
people with certain mental illnesses with a liaison who works with employers to 
help them understand mental health needs, said Bill Persinger, CEO of Valeo 
Behavioral Health Care.

  “It’s saying, ‘Hey, here’s this employee who wants to work, but they have some 
challenges, so here’s some ways we can support them,’” Persinger said.

  Valeo currently employs 10 such counselors, but Persinger and Brian Cole, 
director of the Shawnee County Department of Corrections, told the crowd they were 
in the midst of developing a partnership that would provide a counselor for 
inmates. That position would identify inmates eligible for supported employment and 
work with them while incarcerated and immediately after release.

“We need to end the stigma of mental health illness,” Cole said.

  JUMP last year asked city officials to look into establishing a fund to support 
improving affordable housing. About $500,000 has been earmarked out of the more 
than $10 million left over in the city’s share of the countywide, half-cent sales 
tax. Last week, the city council tabled the matter until May 16 to confirm the 
funds can be used for housing, but Mayor Larry Wolgast said he hopes it will be 
seed money for a fund to which foundations, corporations and private citizens can 
donate. As funds grow, they would be allocated for housing rehabilitation and 
upgrades and other projects.

  JUMP had requested a goal of $2 million in funding for the program. The concept 
mimics programs the city funds through about $2 million from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.

Continued on page 6
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  JUMP members have long called for extending Topeka Metropolitan Transit Authority 
bus service south to employers like the Mars production facility. Paying for the 
extended service is the main hangup, but Metro general manager Susan Duffy said 
TMTA plans to pitch a new route called the “Topeka Workforce Route,” which would 
serve the southern industrial area.

“I hear this when I ride the bus: ‘I need to work where I can get paid more,’ ” 
Duffy said. “So why not?”

  Topeka Capital-Journal Online.com Posted April 25, 2017 10:18 pm - Updated April 
26, 2017 03:19 pm By Luke Ranker luke.ranker@cjonline.com

 

         Roger Neufeld Smith                     Bradley Bowersox

Phil Esau

mailto:luke.ranker@cjonline.com
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Palestinian and Jewish Voices for Peace

  On April 19, Cynthia Neufeld Smith, Roger Neufeld Smith and Guy E Smoker attended 
Palestinian & Jewish Voices for Peace at the Ecumenical Campus Ministries building 
in Manhattan, KS. Sponsored by Manhattan Mennonite Church and several other local 
churches and organizations, the event provided diverse perspectives on Israel-
Palestine and prospects for peace in our new political climate. Presenters included 
Jonathan Kuttab, a Palestinian Mennonite and human rights lawyer, and Laura Tillem 
of Jewish Voice for Peace and Peace & Social Justice Center of South Central 
Kansas.

  Jonathan Kuttab showing map of Palestinian loss of land to Israel form 1947 to 
present.

Mighty Men Meet at SHMC

  We’ve always known that we have lots of mighty men in our church. This summer we 
will have even more!
  The Mighty Men of Doxazo Ministries will be meeting here at Southern Hills for a 
couple of hours each week this summer. Doxazo (the word “doxa” in New Testament 
Greek means “glory”) was founded in 2005 as a ministry that desired to equip young 
men with a passion for Jesus Christ.  Since 2005, Doxazo has become a division of 
the Topeka Rescue Mission and oversees nine ministries that work together to equip, 
empower, and engage followers of Jesus to live out the Gospel in a broken world.  
Doxazo provides week-long, summer-long, and year-long opportunities for students 
across Topeka to be equipped, empowered, and engaged.
  Doxazo summer activities are generally held at the NetReach Center in the Hi-
Crest neighborhood. But they run out of room at the Center for some of their 
activities. So they have asked if 30-40 members of the high school boys leadership 
team – the “Mighty Men” – could meet at Southern Hills from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday this summer from May 30 to July 27. The Church 
Council enthusiastically approved their request. Most of the time the Mighty Men 
will meet in Fellowship Hall, though we will make other accommodations for them 
during Bible School (June 5-9) and during I Care Garage Sale week (June 19-24). 
  So don’t be surprised if you see even more Mighty Men at Southern Hills this 
summer.


