
 
SOUTHERN HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH 

511 SE 37th Street, P.O Box 5067, Topeka, KS 66605-0067 
 785-266-9403   Church@SouthernHillsMC.org 

July 2, 2017                                                            61:27 
 
9:20 a.m. - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP - Please enter the sanctuary quietly to 
pray, write a message of gratitude or prayer request on a card, light a candle, and 
spend time in reflection as you listen to the prelude.  
   
Prelude                                                                                              Sara Unruh 
                                                  
9:30 a.m. - WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
Introduction of Guests (Please fill out the welcome pads.) 
Announcements 
*Passing the Peace 
*Musical Response 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                          
  
*Invocation 
Leader:  God, though we’re gathered as one, we sometimes believe our own 
uniqueness is sufficient. 
People:  Bind together all our individually different threads into your     
earthly tapestry. 
Leader:  God, we too often focus our minds on our own lives. 
People:  Bind us to the lives of all our sisters and brothers, through your 
Spirit. 
Leader:  God, our souls long to be with others, despite our fear of differences. 
People:  Bind us to all our neighbors in community, casting aside our 
fears. 
Leader:  God, we have often hardened our hearts toward our opponents. 
People:  Bind us to our enemies through your softening, in Christian love. 
Leader:  God, your kingdom reveals the ways you bind our lives together. 
     ALL:       Bind us one to another, Bind us to your side in love.  Amen.    
 
*Hymn:                                       “I bind my heart this tide”           HWB 411 (blue) 
 
Invitation to the Children:        “Let the children come to me”       STS 47 (purple)                                     
                                               
Time with the Children:                                                                  Kate Cherveny 
Hymn:                                “We are people of God’s peace”        HWB 407 (blue) 
 (Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery during the song.)                                    
  
Presenting our Offerings 
Offertory Prayer 
Offertory                                               
                       (Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates.) 
 

 
Scripture Readings:  Isaiah 58: 6-8; I Corinthians 12:12-25; I John 4:7-10  
 
Sermon:                         “InTERdependence Day”                           Vicki Penner                                                                                                                           
 
Sharing and Prayer   
*Hymn:                       “In Christ there is no East or West”           HWB 306 (blue) 
*Benediction                                                                            
*Piano Response 
*Postlude                                  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Hearing assist devices & large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
STJ = Sing the Journey (green); STS = Sing the Story (purple) 

HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book (blue) 
 

Pastors: Roger and Cynthia Neufeld  
   Smith (on sabbatical) 
Director of Youth and Young Adults:   
   Lois Grummert  
Pianist:  Sara Unruh 
 

Worship Leader:  Doug Penner 
Nursery Helper:  Zaka Blocker  
Greeters:  Monica Schrag  
Ushers:  Mark & Carla Schmidt  

 
10:45 a.m. – NO Summer Sunday School  

 
THIS WEEK 

Monday, 5:30 p.m. – Trustees 
Tuesday, Independence Day (office closed) 
        NO Mighty Men (NetReach) 
        NO Taco Tuesday (NetReach) 
Wednesday, 4-5:00 p.m. – Mighty Men (NetReach) 
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – Senior Coffee  
         4-5:00 p.m. – Mighty Men (NetReach) 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 

9:30 a.m. – Worship Service: The Theme will be ”How Was Your Life 
Transformed by Service?”  Larry Dixon will be worship leader. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
July 9-16 – Youth to South Dakota for service with MDS. 
July 13 – Church Council 
 
NURSERY SCHEDULE:            CLEANING SCHEDULE (New/Old):                                                 
July 9 – Gretchen Morelington   July 8 – Burkholder/Oesch (N), Schmidt (0) 
July 16 – Zoe Burkholder           July 15 – Funk (N), Voth (0) 
July 23 – Fayth Boucher             July 22 – Hershberger (N), Goering (0) 
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Southern Hills Mennonite Church Mission Statement (from the church constitution):  The purpose of this 
congregation shall be to live by and promote, through worship, study, giving and witness, the heritage of the 
Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of the Christian faith and life in contemporary form.  We believe this to 
mean that a congregation is to be a body of Christians committed to the Lordship of Christ, who, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, seek to live lives of discipleship, to practice the ethic of love and nonresistance in 
all human relationships, and to adhere to the historic peace position. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday School “Summer of Service 2017” will continue next Sunday through 
July.    Come hear a Bible story, participate in a service project and enjoy getting 
to know each other better!   
 
With our adult choir “on sabbatical” this summer, we invite other “special music” 
contributions to the worship service.  Solos, duets, quartets, vocal or instrumental, 
from young to old performers – all would be welcome!  Please talk to Michelle 
Shima if you have something to contribute. 
 
You are invited to sign the card in the foyer and join the Southern Hills community 
in wishing Matt, Katherine and Ari Krehbiel all the best as they move to 
Washington D.C. 
 
Office Hours this week:  regular hours, except closed on July 4th.   
Rebekah will take a vacation day on July 5th. 
 

LAST SUNDAY MORNING 
Attendance:  73      Visitors:  Marlin & Betta Kym, Valerie & John Klaassen, 
Ken & Mary Janzen, Marissa Dake, Bill & Joyce Zuercher; Anthony, Kara, 
Isaac, Zachary Swartzendruber 
 

ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS 
-  HI-CREST NIA newsletter 
-‘Child Protection Training’-2017 summer education series 
-Western District Conference Annual Assembly, Aug 4-6, Arlington, TX (poster);  
      registration forms on foyer table 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Last Sunday: 
- Donna Mealy requested prayers for her sister Beth’s son, Seth, who had a  
major heart attack.   
- Carol Rhodes shared the joy of her son-in-law returning safely from a peace  
conference. 
- Caroline Seals asked for prayers for an 8th grade student who is cutting herself, 
as well as all the students who are experiencing hunger, loneliness and  
instability this summer. 
- Lyle Burkholder shared the joy that Barry Feaker’s book has been inspirational 
to him, particularly the story that related to Phillipians 4:6. 
- Deb Goering shared about the upcoming move for the Harder Krehbiel family. 

 
Sunday School “Summer of Service” 2017 updates: 

1.  The new Blessing Box will soon be installed on the church prop-
erty.  Any donations of non-perishable food, toiletries and/or other small 
items will be very appreciated.  Again, thanks to Mike Peters for contrib-
uting his amazing gift of carpentry. 

2. {whatever Elvera Johnson submits for 7/2} 
3. On July 9, we will be tying quilts for MCC (Lavina Wall is organizing) 

and making birdhouses for the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale (John 
Wall and John Bartel are organizing). 

4. On July 16, Camp Mennoscah (Michael Unruh, Executive Director) will 
be sharing with us during the worship service.  They have also indicated 
a need for large, muslin tea towels and all-purpose wash rags.   
A. The Ed Board has purchased a bolt of wide muslin, it has been 

washed, cut to size and on the church office window.  If you can 
pick up a couple towels to hem at home and bring back before then, 
that would be a great service.  Otherwise, we will send with Jackson 
Brokar (leaves for camp on 7/23) or Miriam Krehbiel (Camp Men-
noscah board member) when they are completed. 

B. Please consider donating a package of all-purpose wash rags.  Size 
and color do not matter.  Please bring to worship on 7/16 so they 
can be sent home with Mr. Unruh. 

 
 

WIDER NEWS AND NOTES 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) Opportunities – MDS is looking for 
volunteers to help with 2 projects in Kansas.  These projects will be looking for 
volunteers over the summer.  MDS is looking for volunteers to help clean up 
fence from the early March 2017 fires in Ashland, KS.  MDS is looking for 
volunteers to help rebuild and repair damage from a Fall 2016 tornado that hit 
Eureka, KS.  Please contact Wayne or Carole Stucky for more details. 
 
Surround the Mennonite Church USA 2017 Convention in prayer as it begins 
July 4 in Orlando, Florida, and continues through July 8. More than 3,000 youth, 
delegates and others are expected to attend. 
 
 
Western District Conference Prayer Request:  Pray for WDC congregations 
to witness faithfully to God’s justice, salvation and peace in the face of political, 
economic and cultural divisions in our nation. 
 

Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request:  Trinity Baptist Church in 
Ukraine is hosting a summer camp for adults with disabilities. Mary Raber of 
Mennonite Mission Network requests prayer for this ministry as participants don’t 
get opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. “War has made life even more difficult 
for people with disabilities and their families,” she said. 

 

 


