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KIDS CAN MAKE PEACE

BIBLE SCHOOL/PEACE CLUB 2017

  This year we will focus on peacemaking. Our Bible School 
will help children learn to live peacefully with creation, 
themselves, God, and others, making choices that promote 
peace, appreciating differences, and practicing nonviolent 
responses to difficult situations. We will hear Bible 
stories, sing songs, make crafts, and play games. Our 
offering project will be to contribute baby items or money 
for such at I Care. We welcome more kids – please pick up a
flyer on the office counter and spread the word! Talk with 
Cynthia, Janet Dixon, Deb Goering, or Megan Waltner with 
any questions,. Dates: June 5-9, 5:45-8 p.m. with supper at
5:15. For children age 4 through those currently finishing 
6th grade. 

2017 Sabbatical Plan for the Neufeld Smiths

PART A
JERUSALEM SEMINAR – January 3-24

PART B
Dates: June 12 - August 15, 2017
- Last Sunday at SHMC: June 11, 2017 (Bible School Sunday)
- Leave for Washington, D.C. – June 13
Location: International Guest House, Washington, DC
Work obligation: Cleaning, cooking, hosting guests (in 
exchange for room/board)
Activities: 
1. Rest: Time away from church responsibilities
2. Retooling: 
- Visit urban churches, especially those with significant 
numbers of young adults.
- Cynthia: observe different music and worship styles
- Roger: Connect with Church of the Savior, learning about 
their emphasis on small groups and mission/service
3. Renewal:
- Spend time with Cara (and Edem), as she and we are 
available.
- Attend worship services that we don’t plan or lead.
- Visit museums and attend cultural events

Return: Back on duty: August 16, 2017
First Sunday back at SHMC: August 20, 2017

Pastors
Whereabouts

Sabbatical:  June 12 
- August 15, 2017

  Coming Events

June 5-9, 5:15 - 8:00
p.m. Bible School
June  11,  9:30  a.m.
Bible School Program
June  11,  10:30  a.m.
Bible  School  Open
House
June 18, Summer 
Sunday School term 
begins
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LIBRARY NOTES
Sara Keckeisen

  We are proud of all the SHMC children who are doing well in their chosen fields 
of endeavor, and Ben Goossen is one of those children. The Goossen family has 
generously donated to the church library a copy of Ben’s new book Chosen Nation: 
Mennonites and Germany in a Global Era (library code MH, author Goossen). This book
grew out of a research paper Ben did for one of his classes at Harvard University. 
From the dust jacket: “During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the global 
Mennonite church developed an uneasy relationship with Germany. Despite the 
religion’s origins in the Swiss and Dutch Reformation, as well as its longstanding 
pacifism, tens of thousands of members embraced militarist German nationalism. 
Chosen Nation is a sweeping history of this encounter and the debates it sparked 
among parliaments, dictatorships, and congregations across Eurasia and the 
Americas.” Helmut Walser Smith of Vanderbilt University describes Ben’s book as “a 
tour de force. In crystalline prose, Goossen argues that Mennonite and German 
identities were never stable, but created over time and deployed in specific 
historical circumstances, with the Mennonite article of faith in tension with, yet 
often supporting, the modern nation-state—even during the Nazi period. This is a 
eye-opening guide to the vexed history of German Mennonites in the modern era.” 
This will be a must-read for many of us!

  When I was young, I used to think that, in a past life, I had lived during Bible 
times in Palestine—I was so enthralled by Bible stories and novels that took place 
during that time in history. That may even have informed my later interest in 
history and archaeology. If you are similarly interested in Bible times, history, 
archaeology, or flights of the imagination you may want to check out the National 
Geographic Society’s book Everyday Life in Bible Times (library code BBS, title 
Everyday). With the solid research, entertaining writing, and fantastic 
illustrations we expect from the National Geographic Society, this book presents a 
fascinating view of how people lived in those days, based on today’s research. 
Chapters include “The World of Abraham,” “The World of Moses,” “The World of David 
and Solomon,” “The March of Empires,” “The World of Jesus,” and “The World of 
Paul.” This book can be read for pleasure or as background in preparing Sunday 
school lessons.

  Two new purchases for the children’s section include I Will Rejoice, by Karma 
Wilson (library code C-Peace & Spirituality, author Wilson) and When God Made You, 
by Matthew Paul Tuner (library code C-Peace & Spirituality, author Turner). Based 
on Psalm 118:24, I Will Rejoice teaches us how to find joy in each day God has 
made. We can appreciate the simple, everyday things we do, from a “warm, cozy lap” 
to being glad “in the evening light.” There are lots of reasons to rejoice. 

  From early on, children are looking to discover their place in the world and 
longing to understand how their personalities, traits, and talents fit in. The 
assurance that they are deeply loved and a unique creation in our big universe will
encourage them to spread their wings and fly. Through playful, charming rhyme and 
vivid illustrations, When God Made You inspires young readers to learn about their 
own special gifts and how they fit into God’s divine plan as they grow, explore, 
and begin to create for themselves. Both of these books are appropriate for ages 4-
7.

Happy reading! 
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Senior Coffee 

  Senior Coffee will meet at SHMC on Thursday, 
June 1, and on Thursday, June 15. Gathering time 
for food and fellowship is 9:00 am. Stay tuned 
for a possible Fifth Thursday Coffee at 
Cornerstone Community Church on June 29.

Mighty Men Meet at SHMC

  We’ve always known that we have lots of mighty 
men in our church. This summer we will have even 
more!
  The Might Men of Doxazo Ministries will be 
meeting here at Southern Hills for a couple of 
hours each week this summer. Doxazo (the word 
“doxa” in New Testament Greek means “glory”) was 
founded in 2005 as a ministry that desired to 
equip young men with a passion for Jesus Christ. 
Since 2005, Doxazo has become a division of the 
Topeka Rescue Mission and oversees nine 
ministries that work together to equip, empower, 
and engage followers of Jesus to live out the 
Gospel in a broken world. Doxazo provides week-
long, summer-long, and year-long opportunities 
for students across Topeka to be equipped, 
empowered, and engaged.
  Doxazo summer activities are generally held at 
the NetReach Center in the Hi-Crest neighborhood.
But they run out of room at the Center for some 
of their activities. So they have asked if 30-40 
members of the high school boys leadership team –
the “Mighty Men” – could meet at Southern Hills 
from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday this summer from May 30 to July 27. 
The Church Council enthusiastically approved 
their request. Most of the time the Mighty Men 
will meet in Fellowship Hall, though we will make
other accommodations for them during Bible School
(June 5-9) and during I Care Garage Sale week 
(June 19-24). 
  So don’t be surprised if you see even more 
Mighty Men at Southern Hills this summer.

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries:
Lois Grummert
Administrative Assistant:
Rebekah Wheaton
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com

July Newsletter deadline 
June 26th.

June Birthdays
Susan Elmborg – 1
Erna Nichol - 1
Rob Banks – 5
Lori Oesch – 5
Kaitlyn Shima – 5
Les Goering – 6
Jim Rhodes – 9
Henry Goering – 10
Isaac Waltner – 15
Jayce Yoder – 16
Jenny Banks – 17
Kerry Wedel – 21
Marvin Flaming – 27
Monica Schrag – 28
Chaz Graber – 30

June Anniversaries
Pat & Phil Esau - 1
Carole & Wayne Stucky – 6
Nicole & David Brokar - 7
David & Judy Gingerich - 7
Carolyn & Tim Voth - 12
Janet & Larry Dixon - 15
John & Lavina Wall - 16
Bob & Carleen Franz - 17
Les & Linda Goering - 23
Gerald & Helen Miller - 28
Jené & Jerry Yoder - 29
Glenna & Steve Lowry – 30

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Summary of Council meeting of April 6, 2017

  The Church Council approved the minutes of the previous meeting and accepted the 
consent agenda reports. Members noted that, due to Lois Grummert’s resignation as 
Youth and Young Adult Director, the review of her work and of the position has 
changed. The committee is now charged with visioning what the church needs 
regarding this ministry. Rachel Goossen will chair the Visioning Committee. Dwight 
Regier, Western District Youth Coordinator, was asked will preach on May 7 about 
current trends in youth and young adult ministry. Kerry shared that the Leadership 
Committee has received several applications for the Administrative Specialist 
position and will be interviewing candidates soon. Council discussed the Budget and
Gift Discernment timeline and set dates for the December and January Council 
meetings. 
  The Outreach Ministries, Christian Education, and Trustees Boards each reported 
that they favor including one non-member (but regular participant) of SHMC to serve
on their boards. This constitutional change would require congregational approval. 
Bradley Siebert has agreed to serve as a delegate from SHMC to the MCUSA biannual 
assembly in Orlando this summer. We would like to find another delegate also. 
Raylene Hinz Penner has agreed to serve as correspondent from SHMC to Mennonite 
World Review. There was further discussion about constructing a larger welcome sign
for the church lot near the street. The trustees have overseen action to resolve 
the problem of water runoff from the back of the church parking lot, at the edge of
the neighbors’ property. Council will next meet on May 11, 2017, at 6 p.m.

Summary of Council meeting of May 11, 2017

  After approving the minutes of the previous meeting and accepting the consent 
agenda, the Church Council discussed the recent visit of Dwight Regier. Dwight also
had lunch with the Vision Committee for Youth and Young Adult Ministries and Lois 
Grummert. The visioning process will focus on youth and young adults ministry in 
the future, while the Christian Education Board will organize youth ministry for 
the fall. Roger will teach the youth SS class. The Education Board will find youth 
sponsors and consider changes to the mentoring program this fall. The Council 
approved MOU’s for Rebekah and for Debbie Sayler, our new Administrative 
Specialist. Council also approved a draft amendment to the church constitution, 
adding a sentence allowing one member of each of the Trustees, Christian Education 
and Outreach Ministry boards to be a non-member of the congregation. Roger gave a 
report about the recent JUMP assembly and noted ongoing work at the city council 
regarding affordable housing. 
  It was noted that Jayce Yoder has been accepted into the Bethel College Ministry 
Inquiry Program and has been placed at Tabor Mennonite Church this summer. The 
program asks that SHMC contribute $500 toward Jayce’s support. Roger moved that we 
take this sum from the Volunteer Support Fund; the motion was seconded and 
approved. Council noted Roger and Cynthia’s sabbatical leave dates (June 15 – 
August 15). Roger distributed the worship schedule planned for Sundays from June 18
– August 13. Raylene announced that the joint theme of summer worship and Sunday 
School Intergenerational Summer Camp will be “Summer of Service.” The next Council 
meeting will be on June 1, 2017, at 6 p.m. 

Janet Dixon

Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want 
what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t 
force itself on others, Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others grovel, Takes 
pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 The Message
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  Come to Orlando July 4-8 to celebrate “Love is a Verb” with fellowship, worship 
and activities with
Mennonites from around the country. Learn more at 
http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/registration/.

2017 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
August 4-6, 2017

Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Arlington DFW South

1507 North Watson Rd

Arlington TX

“Rooted and Built Up in Christ”

Colossians 2:6-7

  Worship services, workshops, delegate sessions, lodging and meals will be at the 
Doubletree Hotel Arlington DFW South, 1507 North Watson Road, Arlington, TX.
  Assembly begins with Friday evening dinner and worship, and concludes with Sunday
morning worship.
  On Saturday evening, assembly participants will have free time to attend a 
family-friendly festival of food, music and fellowship hosted by Dallas-area 
congregations at Iglesia Luz del Evangelio, or to visit other area attractions.
  The Assembly focus is Rooted And Built Up In Christ (Colossians 2:6-7), also the 
theme for WDC’s 125th anniversary which will be celebrated at Assembly with a 
readers’ theater presentation and a timeline of WDC historical highlights. In 
preparation for Assembly, WDC congregations are also invited to share stories of 
their own origins, using an on-line form at http://mennowdc.org/wdcs-125-year-
anniversary-is-in-2017/. Stories will be posted on the WDC website at 
http://mennowdc.org/congregation-history-stories/.
  Plan now to attend WDC Annual Assembly, as we gather to build relationships, 
share in our common mission, and give thanks for God’s faithfulness as we are 
“rooted and built up in Christ!”

 

http://mennowdc.org/congregation-history-stories/
http://mennowdc.org/wdcs-125-year-anniversary-is-in-2017/
http://mennowdc.org/wdcs-125-year-anniversary-is-in-2017/
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-arlington-dfw-south-DFWSADT/index.html
http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/registration/
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE, June 18 - August 13, 2017
“SUMMER OF SERVICE”

Date THEME PREACHER PLANNER ORGAN/PIANO

06/18/17 Being a recipient
of blessing/service

Members of
congregation

Raylene
Hinz-Penner

Glenna Lowry

06/25/17 Service within a
community

Barry Feaker,
Topeka Rescue
Mission

Miriam 
Krehbiel/
Glenna Lowry

Abram
Rodenberg/
Marla Wiens

07/02/17 Freedom to serve Vicki Penner Raylene
Hinz-Penner

Sara Unruh

07/09/17 How was your life
transformed by
service?

Members of
congregation

Larry Dixon Kathy Rich

07/16/17 Interrelation of
God/self/nature

Michael Unruh
(Director, Camp
Mennoscah)

Miriam Krehbiel Glenna Lowry

07/23/17 Service experience Youth with
Wayne/Carole 
Stucky

Zach Shima Michelle Shima

07/30/17 Water,
Standing Rock

Members of the 
congregation

Raylene
Hinz-Penner

Michelle Shima

08/06/17 TBD Phil Esau Michelle Shima Kathy Rich

08/13/17 Intersection of
public service and
personal life

Members of
congregation

Michelle Shima/
Miriam Krehbiel

Kathy Rich


