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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTION

  This fall Roger will be conducting a membership class and
will not be available for the Topics discussion usually 
held in the Sanctuary as an adult Sunday School option.  
The book discussion group had lively discussion but 
resulted in a rather small group.  The Board of Education 
would like to try a slightly different take on providing a 
forum for discussion of matters of interest (possibly 
including books) for the fall term.  This class will be 
called:

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

  The idea behind this optional class is to provide a forum
to discuss matters of current interest to Southern Hills or
the broader church. Topics will change for each week.  The 
recurrent theme is to address this question: “How does what
I just heard (or read) affect me and the church and what do
I think about that?”
It is anticipated that often a thought provoking sermon 
topic will result in further discussion along the above 
lines in the class.   
  Other sources of topics would be timely articles or 
opinion pieces in church publications such as the Mennonite
World Review or The Mennonite, or secular publications such
as newspapers, internet, radio or TV material.  It is hoped
that anyone soliciting discussion of such a topic would 
provide copies (if short enough to read in a few minutes) 
or a synopsis that presents the theme of the article for 
discussion.
  It would even be appropriate to solicit discussion of a 
book that a class member has read.  In such a case the 
theme presenting the opportunity for thought provoking 
discussion would be summarized and presented to spark 
discussion.
  In some cases, more than one topic could be discussed in 
a class session although often a topic of broad interest 
should be expected to consume the class period.
The leader of this group would be expected to have some 
topics in hand (the sermon being a handy default) but would
welcome and even urge individual submissions of matters for
discussion.

Mike Peters

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law 
until all is accomplished.”

Matthew 5:17-18

Pastors
Whereabouts

  Roger and Cynthia 
Neufeld Smith will be
back in the offace 
from Sabbatical 
August 16, 2017.

Coming Events

SHMC Annual
Mentoring Picnic 

  The SHMC annual 
mentoring picnic will
take place on Sunday 
evening, September 
10, at 5:00 at Phil 
and Diana 
Hershbergers’ home. 
Hot dogs, buns, 
condiments, and 
lemonade will be 
provided. Please 
bring a dish to 
share. Also bring 
lawn chairs and 
swimsuits if desired.
Come for good food, 
fun, and fellowship!

  Senior Coffee will 
meet on Thursday, 
August 3, and 
Thursday, August 17. 
Meeting time is at 9 
AM. Because August 
has a fifth Thursday,
there will be an 
additional Senior 
Coffee on August 31 
at SHMC. Seniors from
Cornerstone Community
Church will be 
invited to join us.
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Ben Goossen to Speak on New Book, 
Chosen Nation

  What does it look like to do global history in 
the twenty-first century? In three upcoming 
illustrated presentations, historian Ben Goossen 
(Harvard University) will draw on his new book, 
Chosen Nation: Mennonites and Germany in a Global
Era (Princeton University Press, 2017), to 
discuss how recent developments in the field of 
global history have shaped his research in 
Europe, North American, and Latin America - 
tracking the entangled, often surprising story of
Mennonites' relationship with German nationalism.
Each of the following events is free and open to 
the public. Copies of Chosen Nation will be 
available at each event. Ben looks forward to 
being back in Kansas and seeing Southern Hills 
friends!

Wednesday, Aug. 23, 12:00 noon, at the 
International House, Washburn University campus, 
in Topeka 
Sunday, Aug. 27, 3:00 p.m. at Kauffman Museum, 
27th & North Main Street in North Newton
Wednesday, August 30, 7:00 p.m. in Henderson Room
#112, Washburn University campus, in Topeka 
(refreshments provided)

  A Sunday school teacher asked her children on 
the way to service, "And why is it necessary to 
be quiet in church?" One little girl replied, 
"Because people are sleeping."
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September Newsletter 
deadline August 21st.

August Birthdays
Elvera Dirks – 2
DeWayne Dirks – 4
Carleen Franz – 5
Caroline Seals – 5
Elizabeth Unruh – 5
Kathy Coker – 6
Leah McAtee – 8
John Keckeisen – 8
Maat – 11
Lynn Byczynski – 14
Judy Gingerich – 14
Rod Garman – 16
Molly Cherveny – 20
Duane Goossen – 21
Natalie Moreland – 21
Cayden Young – 29
Ryan Schmidt – 30
Bill Rich – 30

August Anniversaries
Suzette & Bruce Wedel – 3 
Matt & Katherine Krehbiel – 8 
Rachel & Randy Schmidt – 9 
Michelle & Doug Shima – 10 
Lila & John Bartel – 19 
Donna & Stan Voth – 20 
Kathy & Bill Rich – 21 
Rachel & Duane Goossen – 25 
Elvera & DeWayne Dirks – 30
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