
 
Wherever you are in life’s journey and your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here, where together we share God’s love. 

 
SOUTHERN HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH 

511 SE 37th Street, P.O Box 5067, Topeka, KS 66605-0067 
 785-266-9403   Church@SouthernHillsMC.org 

September 17, 2017                                                            61:37 
 
9:20 a.m. - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP - Please enter the sanctuary quietly to 
pray, write a message of gratitude or prayer request on a card, light a candle, and 
spend time in reflection as you listen to the prelude.  
    
Prelude:          “Prelude and Fugue in G Major”     Mendelssohn  

 
9:30 a.m. - WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Introduction of Guests (Please fill out the welcome pads.) 
Announcements 
*Passing the Peace 
*Musical Response 
 
*Call to Worship       

LEADER: Come, people of God!  
We gather in the name of the One who created all things,  
and in whose image all people are created. 

PEOPLE: We gather in the name of Christ our redeemer,  
the foundation of the church, the cornerstone of our faith, 
and in whose love we are rooted and held together.  

LEADER: We gather in the name of the Spirit who moves among us,  
 sustaining and challenging us, and in whose strength we live. 
PEOPLE: We gather together – young and old and in between,  

newcomers and oldtimers. 
LEADER: We gather to know God, praise God,  

and hear God’s word to us.   
 PEOPLE: Thanks be to God, who gathers us together. 
*Invocation             
*Hymn:                 “Praise with joy the world’s creator”           STJ 16 (green)                

 
Invitation to the Children:       “Let the children come”      Screen/STS 47 (purple) 

(refrain) 
Time with the Children                 Caroline Seals 
Hymn:              “Brothers and sisters of mine”            HWB 142 (blue) 
(Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery during the song.) 
 
Presenting our Offerings 
Offertory Prayer                
Offertory:                                “Jesus Christ is Waiting”              Hudson                           

(Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates.) 
 
Sharing and Prayer 

 
Scripture Reading                                  Colossians 2:6-7  
Sharing from Western District Conference Assembly:  

“Rooted and Built Up in Christ”     Janet and Larry Dixon, Doug Penner 
Hymn:   “Jesus Christ is waiting”   STJ 30 (green) 
 
Scripture Readings:             from Genesis 12, Ruth 1, and Matthew 2 
Reflections on 'Homeland'       Raylene Hinz-Penner 
 
*Song:                     “My soul cries out”                      STS 124 (purple) 
*Benediction       
*Organ Response        
*Postlude:                      “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   Krentz 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Hearing assist devices & large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
STJ = Sing the Journey (green); STS = Sing the Story (purple) 

HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book (blue) 
 

Pastor, Worship Leader: 
   Roger Neufeld Smith 
Associate Pastor, Organist: 
   Cynthia Neufeld Smith 
Greeters:  Monica Schrag 

Readers: Abram Rodenberg, Carol  
   Ingenthron, Mike Ingenthron 
Nursery Helper: Zaka Blocker             
Ushers:  Doug & Michelle Shima  

 
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café. 
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages. 
 

THIS WEEK 
Monday, 7:00 p.m. – Diaconate meeting 
Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon – Quilting 
     5:30 p.m. – Common Ground board meeting 
     6:15 p.m. – Taco Tuesday (NetReach) 
Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. – Women and Men’s Bible study groups begin  
     7:30 p.m. - Harpists for Peace concert at Southern Hills 
Thursday, 9-11 a.m. – Senior Coffee fellowship 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
9:30 a.m. – Worship Service – Roger will preach. 
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages. 
 
NURSERY SCHEDULE:              CLEANING SCHEDULE (New/Old):                                                 
Sep 24 – Anna Goering                Sep 23 – Hershberger (N), Goering (0) 
Oct 1 – Fayth Boucher                  Sep 30 – Gingerich (N), Kilmer (0) 
Oct 8 – Kaity Shima                      Oct 7 – D.Burkholder (N), Strahm (0) 
 
 
 

mailto:Church@SouthernHillsMC.org


Southern Hills Mennonite Church Mission Statement (from the church constitution):  The 
purpose of this congregation shall be to live by and promote, through worship, study, giving and 
witness, the heritage of the Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of the Christian faith and life in 
contemporary form.  We believe this to mean that a congregation is to be a body of Christians 
committed to the Lordship of Christ, who, by the power of the Holy Spirit, seek to live lives of 
discipleship, to practice the ethic of love and nonresistance in all human relationships, and to adhere 
to the historic peace position. 
 

Southern Hills Bulletin Insert 9/17/17 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today Doug Penner, Janet Dixon and Larry Dixon will share about the Western 
District Conference Assembly this summer, including developing relationships 
with our Hispanic sisters and brothers and their struggles with immigration issues. 
Raylene Hinz-Penner will then share from her recent collaborative writing project 
on the topic of immigration. 
 
Quilting schedule:  Tuesday, September 19, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm 
                                 Wednesday, September 26, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 
Our Adult Painting Circle will meet at the Topeka Art Guild on Wednesday, 
September 20, 2-4 p.m for drawing and painting skills.  All abilities welcome. 
 
Please submit articles for the September newsletter by Monday, Sept. 25. 
 
Phil and Pat Esau will host the annual church Wiener Roast in their meadow at 
3300 N. Kansas Avenue on October 22, at 4:00 p.m.  

 
The annual Southern Hills Mennonite Church Golf Tournament - - the MENNO 
OPEN 2017 - - is scheduled for Sunday, October 29th, with tee times beginning 
at 1:30.  
 
We plan to update mailboxes soon!  Please clean out your mailbox within the 
next few weeks!! 

 
COMING EVENTS 

October 1 – World Communion Sunday 
October 14 – Bethel College Fall Fest 
October 19-21 – I CARE garage sale 
October 22, 4:00 p.m. – Annual Wiener Roast at Esau’s home 
October 29, 1:30 p.m. – Menno Open Golf Tournament 
 

LAST SUNDAY MORNING 
Attendance: 79      Visitors: Hannah Neufeld, Amos, Reuben & Maria Harder;    
                                               Katie Farmer, Cale Pusch  
 

ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS 
-Volunteer Literacy Tutor Training Workshop, Oct. 7 and 14 
-Hi-Crest NIA Newsletter 
-Topeka Rescue Mission September 2017 report 

- 35th Annual Blessing of the Animals, Oct. 1 
- Bethel College Fall Festival information booklet (Oct. 12-15) 
- Lara Nell Stout’s obituary 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

Last Sunday we prayed for: 
-- healing in the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Many SHMC family 
and friends have been affected. We particularly remembered those in Cuba and 
other Caribbean islands that have not received as much media attention.  
- Wayne and Carole Stucky as they continue to give leadership to the 
Mennonite Disaster Service response.  
- Joe Schrag, who is being treated for a serious eye infection. 
- Rosalyn Robinson as she cares for her father in western Kansas (experiencing 
kidney failure) while she maintains life and work in Topeka. 
- Kevin Cherveny’s mother, who suffered a stroke recently. Kevin is picking up 
extra caring duties as she recovers in Wichita.  
- Erna Nichol as she receives modified cancer treatments, and her daughter 
Ruth as she provides care for Erna and maintains a busy work schedule.  
We gave thanks for: 
  -- a new great GRANDDAUGHTER for Dave and Judy Gingerich – River Lily 
Gingerich. 
- Donna Mealy’s nephew, Seth, who is doing better. 
- the good work NetReach is doing in the Hi-Crest neighborhood. NetReach was 
featured on the front page of the Topeka Capital Journal. 
 

WIDER NEWS AND NOTES 
Western District Conference invites contributions to support our churches in the 
Houston, TX, area following the hurricane there.  Contributions to WDC will be 
distributed directly to WDC congregations in the Houston area, to assist them as 
they help members and neighbors in their communities.  Please make checks 
payable to WDC, designated for Hurricane Relief, and send to WDC at PO Box 
306, North Newton, KS 67117 or contribute online at mennowdc.org.  Thank you!  
 
Western District Conference Prayer Request:  Pray for WDC’s Resource 
Commission as they meet this week to discern ministry goals and direction for the 
coming year. 
 
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: Yesterday, the Argentina 
Mennonite Church began celebrating their centennial anniversary. Pray that God 
will be glorified as church members and guests worship and remember God’s 
faithfulness. Pray also that today’s mission rally in the greater Buenos Aires area 
will introduce people to Jesus in new ways. 
 
Save the Dates for the MCC Mini Comforter Blitz September 29 & 30 at the 
MCC Material Resources Center in North Newton, Kansas! Check 
mcc.org/comforter-blitz for more details, or contact katemast@mcc.org, 
316.283.2720. 
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Coming events for I Care – Can you help?   

Thank you for your continuing donations of food, garden produce, 
hygiene items, and plastic bags to I Care.  We depend on your 
support, and we appreciate your generosity. 

In October I Care is holding two fund-raisers. I Care will need extra 
help for both of these events. 

 

1) The first one, on October 7, is the Dutch Goose annual golf 
tourney.  This year all proceeds from this event will go to I Care.   

 We need sports-related or other items to put into baskets 
for a silent auction.  Or make your own basket to donate.  
Please bring these to church by October 1.   

 And – anyone who plays golf can get a team together to 
play.  

 Find more information on the bulletin board in the south foyer 
at church. 

 

2) The second fund-raiser is another garage sale, scheduled for 
October 19-21 in Fellowship Hall.   

 Bring your no-longer-needed items to church on Oct. 17 or 
18.   

 Sign up to help; enjoy working with I Care supporters from 
the other three sponsoring churches and meeting our cus-
tomers!  Sign up at church or email Janet Dixon to volunteer.  
We will need help  

 - setting up in Fellowship Hall on Oct. 17 and 18 (Tues. 
 and Wed.);  

 - helping customers on Oct. 19-21 (Thurs. and Fri. all 
 day and Sat. till noon),  

 - cleaning up on Saturday afternoon (Oct. 21).   

Please join the fun! 


