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Breakfast and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 4, 9:00 am – 12 noon

  The Bake Sale committee would like to request the 
following donations from our congregation: Candy and candy-
like items, cookies, pies, zwieback, small loaves of quick 
breads, dinner rolls, other baked goods, and any Christmas 
craft items would be wonderful. Donated items need to be at
the church by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, November 3rd.
  Then come and help support this fundraiser by enjoying a 
wonderful breakfast of cinnamon rolls, fruit and beverages.
Equal Exchange items and a wide variety of baked goods 
including cinnamon rolls, peppernuts, and zwieback will be 
available for purchase. Church members will also have an 
opportunity to purchase items on Sunday, November 5th after 
church and Sunday School.
  Proceeds will go to congregational, denominational, and 
community ministries. Thank you!

Thanksgiving Sunday – November 19

  We will celebrate Thanksgiving with a turkey dinner 
following worship and Sunday School on November 19. Turkey,
dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, bread and drinks will be 
prepared. Please bring your own plates, silverware and 
cups, and a side dish or two. Watch for bulletin 

announcements about what kind of side dishes to bring. 

Pastors'
Whereabouts

  Cynthia and Roger 
will host their I-70 
pastors’ meeting on 
November 2 at their 
home. 
  Cynthia and Roger 
will be on vacation 
Thanksgiving Day and 
the following Friday.
On that Saturday 
Roger and Cynthia 
will host the Smith 
family Thanksgiving 
gathering in the SHMC
Fellowship Hall.

Church Office
Closed for

Thanksgiving
  The church office 
will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday, 
November 23 & 24, for
the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

Coming Events
* December 3 - Advent
begins
* December 11 – 
Women’s Christmas 
Salad Supper @ SHMC
* December 17, 9:30 
a.m. – Adult Choir 
Program 
* December 17, 6:30 
a.m. – Annual 
Christmas Program.
* December 21 – 
Mentor/Mentee 
Christmas Caroling
* January 2, 2018 – 
Annual reports due in
church 
* January 28, 2018 - 
Annual Congregational
Meeting 
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Time/Talent Survey Deadline

  Remember to complete your 2018 time/talent survey on 
or before November 5. You can pick up a “hard copy” of 
the survey, fill it out and return it to the church 
office, or you can complete your survey online via 
Survey Monkey. Instructions and a link to Survey Monkey
were emailed to the SHMC list serve. If you did not 
receive that email, please call or email the church 
office.

A Thank You from I Care

  Garage sales are a lot of work and take a lot of 
volunteers, however, the rewards are great! Our garage 
sale goal was to make enough money from our two sales 
this year to cover the cost of our milk program for a 
year. We buy gift cards from Dillons to offer our 
clients a gallon of milk. The cost per year is about 
$6,000 even when the cards are purchased when milk is 
on sale. We met our goal and have a start on next year.
  The rewards of the sales go beyond that. One lady 
told me how happy she was. She now had a matching set 
of sheets and pillow cases, something she has never had
before. And she even has matching lamps for her end 
tables now. Sometimes we never see the pleasures we 
have until we see them through others' eyes.
  Think about the empty space some now have after 
bringing their “treasures” to the sale. That, too, 
probably feels like a reward.
  But most of all is the reward of working with so many
great people to make the rewards happen. Thank you all 
for bringing items to sale, setting up, working the 
sale, helping with clean up and even coming to buy 
those treasures. You cannot be thanked enough.
  And I promise we will not have another sale. Well, at
least not until next year.

Lavina Wall

Senior Coffee

  

  Senior coffee will meet at SHMC on Thursday, November
2, and Thursday, November 16. Gatherings are from 9 AM 
to 11 AM. There is a fifth Thursday in November, 
November 30, and we anticipate an invitation from 
Cornerstone Community Church to join them that day.

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Office Secretary:
Rebekah Wheaton
Administrative 
Specialist: 
Debbie Sayler 
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com

December Newsletter 
deadline November 20th.

November Birthdays

Gerald Miller – 1
Mike Peters – 1
Megan Siebert – 1
Carla Schmidt – 2
Kristin Garman – 3
Debbie Sayler – 4
Andrew Voth – 5 
Katie Keckeisen – 9
Rachel Goossen – 10
Debra Akins – 11
Valerie Schrag – 12
Heidi Johnson – 15
Roger Neufeld Smith – 15
Karen Linn – 22
Matt Goering – 27
Bob Franz – 28
Bob Keckeisen – 28
Susie Banks – 30
Terrie Wedel – 30

  Yours, O LORD, is the 
greatness and the power 
and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven 
and earth is yours. 
Yours, O LORD, is the 
kingdom; you are exalted 
as head over all. 

1 Chronicles 29:11-13

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Creation Care Alert! 
Proposed Shawnee County Comprehensive Plan Disapproved 

  On October 12th, Shawnee County commissioners passed a resolution disapproving 
the proposed Shawnee County Comprehensive Plan with concerns about policy 
recommendations that were characterized as anti-growth, anti-business and anti-
private property rights for county citizens. The proposed plan includes a number of
policy recommendations that would help protect valuable natural resources and 
environmentally sensitive areas from unregulated future urban sprawl. The plan was 
sent back to the Shawnee County Planning Commission for further review and 
modification to address the county commissioners' concerns before being resubmitted
for further consideration. As the plan revision process unfolds, it will be 
important for Shawnee County residents who are concerned about 
environmental/natural resource protection and sustainable development to voice 
their support for future land use policies that address these issues. Information 
about the proposed plan and planning process, including the county commission’s 
resolution, can be found on the Shawnee County Planning Department website: 
http://www.snco.us/planning/. 

Kerry Wedel

Notes from Church Council, October 12, 2017

  SHMC Church Council met on Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 6 p.m. in the church 
library. Minutes of the September 14th Council meeting were approved, and the 
consent agenda reports were accepted. Steve Funk reported that the 2017 Time/Talent
Survey will be ready by October 22. After a discussion regarding procedures for 
ordering the Mennonite World Review for 2018 for those who want it, Council decided
to appoint a coordinator to inform congregants of deadlines and payment amounts. 
The coordinator can then prepare a group subscription at a savings for each 
congregant. 
  Roger presented a draft of the Membership Covenant from the SHMC Constitution. 
The Diaconate is rewriting the covenant, describing current practice in 
contemporary language. Council then worked on their part of the Draft 2018 budget. 
Next Council affirmed Carolyn Rich Voth as the incoming Mentoring Coordinator. 
Council reviewed the church calendar and facilities requests. Then Cynthia joined 
the meeting, and she and Roger informed Council of their retirement/resignation 
next August. They asked Council members not to discuss this outside Council until 
all congregants had received a letter from the Neufeld Smiths the following week 
detailing their plans. They also shared some suggestions about the pastoral search 
process.
  Council will next meet on Thursday, November 9, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the church 
library.

Janet Dixon, Council Chairperson 

Winter suggestions for the Blessing Box

  With winter and freezing temperatures starting it has been suggested that no 
canned food or any liquid that would freeze be put in the Blessing Box. It would be
best to have things like boxed dinners and dry foods that will not freeze.  

http://www.snco.us/planning/
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Subscriptions to Mennonite Magazines Running Out Soon

  Last January at our annual meeting SHMC members voted to discontinue using church
funds to pay for subscriptions for The Mennonite magazine and the Mennonite World 
Review newspaper. Since we had already paid for 2017 subscriptions at the end of 
2016, everyone on our group subscription lists has continued to receive The 
Mennonite or the Mennonite World Review throughout 2017. 
  But those subscriptions will be running out soon. IF YOU WANT TO CONTINUE 
RECEIVING THE MENNONITE OR THE MENNONITE WORLD REVIEW, YOU WILL NEED TO ORDER YOUR 
OWN SUBSCRIPTION. 
  The easiest way to order your own subscription is to go to the websites of The 
Mennonite or the Mennonite World Review and choose one of the individual 
subscription options listed there. You can also call The Mennonite office (316) 
281-4398 or the MWR office (316) 283-3670 for a subscription.
  Both magazines offer group rates. The Mennonite group subscription rates provide 
minimal savings. The MWR group rate is significant – about 25% off. IF SOMEONE IS 
WILLING TO BE THE GROUP SUBSCRIPTION SECRETARY FOR MWR, the SHMC office staff can 
help the group subscription secretary organize our MWR subscribers into a group to 
receive the discount. Contact Roger or respond to the questionnaire on the 
Time/Talent Survey if you would be willing to be the MWR group subscription 
secretary.

Youth Minister to Share with SHMC Youth and Parents

  Renee Reimer, Youth and Outreach Ministries Director for Rainbow Mennonite 
Church, will meet with SHMC youth and their parents on November 5 during the Sunday
School hour. Renee will tell us about youth ministry at Rainbow Mennonite and share
about current trends and ideas about youth ministry. 
  Youth Mentors are also welcome to attend this meeting. We are excited to have 
Renee share her ideas with us. 

Making Peppernuts and Cinnamon Rolls for the Bake Sale 
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Roger and Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Resign After Nearly 30 Years of Pastoral Ministry

at Southern Hills Mennonite Church

  On October 16, Cynthia and Roger sent a letter to SHMC members and regular 
attenders, announcing their retirement/resignation at pastors of Southern Hills, 
effective August 2018. Here are excerpts of that letter.
… After much prayer and deliberation, we have come to the place where we feel it 
is time for us to move on and time for you as SHMC to find new leadership.
… We do not know exactly what we will do after August, but we are applying to 
Mennonite Central Committee and Mennonite Mission Network for a service 
assignment. We are not seeking another pastorate with a different congregation.
… Words cannot express how grateful we are for you, the Southern Hills 
congregation. This has been a rich place for us to live and work, raise our 
children, and try to be Christ's body together here in Topeka.
… We pray that God will continue to guide and bless you as a congregation – that 
you will continue to thrive and grow, supporting each other, welcoming new people,
and doing the work of mercy and justice in this community in the name of Christ. 
  Congregational leaders of Southern Hills wrote the following response for the 
October 22 bulletin.
  Cynthia and Roger, The congregation of Southern Hills is saddened to learn of 
your resignation/retirement in August of 2018, but we are also deeply grateful for
all you have given to us during the past thirty years. As a congregation we have 
been enriched in faith, in fellowship, in service, and in music. While we will 
certainly miss you, we will strive to continue the good you have done here. We 
wish you God’s blessings and guidance as you explore the next phase of your life.
  The Southern Hills Church Council will keep the congregation informed of next 
steps in this time of transition in pastoral leadership. The Council asks for the 
congregation’s prayers and support in the coming months as they lead in this time 
of transition.

 

  The pro football team had just finished their daily practice session when a large
turkey came strutting onto the field. While the players gazed in amazement, the 
turkey walked up to the head coach and demanded a tryout. Everyone stared in 
silence as the turkey caught pass after pass and ran right through the defensive 
line. When the turkey returned to the sidelines, the coach shouted, "You're 
terrific!!! Sign up for the season, and I'll see to it that you get a huge bonus." 
"Forget the bonus," the turkey said, "All I want to know is, does the season go 
past Thanksgiving Day?"


