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Annual Congregational Meeting
January 28

  The annual meeting of Southern Hills Mennonite Church 
will be held on Sunday, January 28. The meeting will start 
around 12:45 p.m. In addition to the usual business - 
electing new officers and board members and approving a 
spending plan for 2018 - we will have an update on plans 
for pastoral transition at Southern Hills. 
  A constitutional change will also be presented for 
approval, allowing one non-member to serve on each of the 
Outreach Ministries, Trustees and Education boards. 
  The youth group is making plans to serve lunch before the
meeting. Donations for the lunch will help fund the youth 
group trip to the Heifer Project International headquarters
and villages this summer. 
  An annual report booklet with reports from the various 
boards, committees and ministries of Southern Hills will be
distributed on Sunday, January 21.  

Funds From The Women's Circle

  It was agreed at the December Salad Supper that funds 
from the Women's Circle would be used to support 
conference, community, and Southern Hills ministries.
During the last few years the Outreach Ministries Board has
needed to decrease funding to both conference and community
organizations. It is hoped that these funds will make up 
some of the difference in those budget cuts.
  The transfer to the Diaconate is to help the Diaconate 
continue to provide emergency support to individuals in our
congregation and throughout the Topeka community at their 
discretion.

Conference
$300 Mennonite Central Committee
$300 Mennonite Disaster Service
$300 Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale

Community
$200 I Care Food Bank
$200 Topeka Center for Peace and Justice
$200 Let's Help (an emergency assistance agency in Topeka)
$100 YWCA
$200 Cornerstone of Topeka (a low-income housing provider)
$100 Topeka Rescue Mission/NetReach

Southern Hills
$250 Christmas Tree for North Foyer
$500 Transfer to Diaconate Fund (to use as needed)

Pastors'
Whereabouts

  
  Roger and Cynthia 
will attend the I-70 
pastors’ meeting in 
Lawrence on Thursday,
January 11. Roger 
will attend a meeting
of Western District 
Conference 
consultants on 
Tuesday, January 9.

Coming Events

January 7
Epiphany Sunday
Feedback on 2017 
draft budget due

January 15
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day — Church 
office closed

January 28
Lunch served by High 
School Youth in 
Fellowship Hall 
(12:00 p.m.)
Annual Congregational
Meeting (1:00 p.m.)

Hymn Sing / 
Fundraiser for 
Mennonite Disaster 
Service at Southern 
Hills Church, Sunday,
February 18, 2017 at 
4PM. Watch the 
bulletin for more 
details.
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Notes from Church Council

  Church Council met on Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at 6 
p.m. in the church library. After the opening by Kerry 
Wedel, members approved the minutes of the November 9 
Council meeting and received the consent agenda 
reports. Lisa Young, treasurer, presented the second 
draft of the 2018 budget. After discussion, Council 
accepted it. This draft will be printed for congregants
to read and make comments. Budget status as of December
5 indicates that an additional $37,000 will be needed 
by December 31 to meet giving goals for 2017. Kerry 
presented the narrative budget, expressing appreciation
that the Boards had submitted their parts of it to him 
in good form. Council adopted the narrative budget. 
  Annual meeting reports are due January 2, 2018 and 
should be sent to the church office. Boards should send
information and pictures that illustrate uses of their 
budgets to Kerry, who will prepare a power point 
presentation for the annual meeting. Leadership 
Committee reminded Council members that several church 
positions remain unfilled for 2018, and Leadership is 
looking for candidates.
  Heidi Regier Kreider, WDC minister, attended 
Council’s New Business section. She discussed the 
pastoral transition process and handed out printed 
information for our use. Council expressed appreciation
for the learning which took place. Then Council 
reviewed the church calendar for the next three months.
The next Council meeting will occur on Thursday, 
January 11, 2018.

Janet Dixon

Why Did Baby Jesus Go to Jerusalem?

  A catechist asked her class why Joseph and Mary took 
Jesus with them to Jerusalem.
A small child replied, “They couldn’t get a baby-
sitter?”

  After they had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead
of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On 
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Matthew 2:9-11

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Office Secretary:
Rebekah Wheaton
Administrative 
Specialist: 
Debbie Sayler 
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com

February Newsletter 
deadline January 29th. 

January Birthdays
1 - Kay Siebert
4 - Rachel Voth Schrag
6 - Tracey Funk
8 - Nick Grummert
11 - Donna Mealy
12 - Jevin Yoder
14 - Mark Schmidt
19 - Raylene Hinz-Penner
22 - Carolyn Voth
24 - Sue Ann Funk
25 - Jerry Kendall
31 - Cara Smith
31 - Sarah Weber

January Anniversaries
29 - Terrie & Kerry Wedel

  

  Senior Coffee will meet
on January 4 and 18, 
regular time and place.

mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Weather-Related Cancellations

• If the weather and/or roads look bad or are potentially bad for Sunday 
worship, the pastors will contact Diaconate members who are available to help
assess the situation. A decision will be made by 7:00 a.m. Sunday (earlier if
possible) about worship and Sunday School. We will announce the decision in 
several ways.

• An announcement will be placed on the answering machine at church. Call the 
church number (266-9403) to hear the announcement.

• We will send an email to the church email list.
• We will post an announcement on the church website.  
• If there is a postponement or cancellation, we will ask the local TV stations

to post an announcement in their cancellation notices.

KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE
April 13 and 14, 2018

Hutchinson, KS, Fairgrounds

  The 50th anniversary of the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale will be observed and 
celebrated during this year’s sale. The KRMS board is planning special activities 
and we will share them with you as we receive them. The purpose of the sale 
continues to be raising money for the Mennonite Central Committee to use in 
education, relief and peace efforts through the world.
  Our church will begin in January to participate in several projects for the sale.
We will begin a special offering, My Coins Count, and continue through mid-April. 
You are invited and welcome to match the offering on any given Sunday. See Judy 
Krehbiel.
  Quilting will resume on the quilt that will be donated to the auction at the 
sale. All quilters are welcome! Watch the bulletin for quilting dates.
  Fellowship Meals are scheduled for late February and early March. Reservations 
must be turned in by the first of February. We are encouraged to sign up to be a 
guest in someone’s home or to serve as hosts for those who sign up to be guests. 
Registration forms will be available in January.
  Quilter’s Corner is a booth at the sale that sells all types of quilt-related 
items. In January the collection of donated items will be emphasized in our church.
A list of suggested items will be posted on the church bulletin board. Donations 
may be brought to church and placed in the basket designated for these items.
  Watch for further ways in which we can celebrate the 50th year of KMRS and 
celebrate God’s work among us. 

Roger and Judy Krehbiel, Virg and Joyce Funk, SHMC Liaisons to KMRS

Constitutional Amendments to be Considered at Annual Meeting

  You may recall that we had some discussion at last year's congregational meeting 
about allowing non-members to serve on SHMC boards. The Church Council is proposing
specific language to make this constitutional change. See the insert in this 
newsletter for that proposal. 
  Since we are already making some changes to the constitution, the Diaconate 
proposed an update of our congregational membership covenant at the beginning of 
the constitution. Their proposal was affirmed by the Church Council. Find this 
proposal in the insert as well. 
  Our constitution specifies that constitutional amendments must be published prior
to the congregational meeting. The insert satisfies the constitutional requirement.


