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Celebrating 50 Years
KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE

April 13 and 14

  Churches have been invited to have an entry in the time 
capsule celebrating our last 50 years. The time capsule 
entries will be on display at the KMRS on April 13 and 14. 
Our entry for the time capsule includes a quilt block from 
the quilt entered this year with the following information:

  “The charter for Southern Hills Mennonite Church was 
written in 1957. Floyd Bartel was called to be the first 
pastor. The church building became a reality in 1962 
through the encouragement of the Western District Home 
Missions Committee and the presence of many young people 
who chose Topeka for their I-W service and continued to 
live and work in Topeka. Among many activities in our 
church, our quilt history will be featured.

Quilt History
  1976 was the first year our church donated a quilt and we
have donated one every year since.
First Quilt Committee: Lavina Goering, Arlene Huxman and 
Judy Krehbiel 

  $101,650 has been raised for MCC through the sale of our 
quilts at the quilt auction, 1976-2017.

  Three years our quilts brought the highest bid.

  2018 Quilt Committee: Karen Burkholder, Joyce Funk, Carol
Unruh Ingenthron and Elizabeth Unruh.

  Quilters 2018: Lila Bartel, Karen Burkholder, Pat Esau, 
Joyce Funk, Judy Gingerich, Judy Krehbiel, Cynthia Neufeld 
Smith, Elizabeth Unruh, and Suzette Wedel.”

  We are ready to celebrate! Our quilt is on the website 
(Kansas.mccsale.org) under Quilt Gallery! We believe we 
will meet our goal of $1300 for the “My Coins Count” 
offering. Pies, zweibach, and breads are ready to bake. 
Volunteers are ready to help at the sale! 

  Thanks to all for making this a special year of 
celebration! Included in the Friday evening events are the 
sale of the Anniversary Quilt and a concert by the 
Mennonite Men’s Chorus. Let’s celebrate!

Pastors'
Whereabouts

* Roger will attend a
meeting of Western 
District Conference 
Consultants on April 
3. 
* Roger and Cynthia 
will host the I-70 
pastors’ meeting at 
their house on April 
19.  

Upcoming Events

April 1 9:30 a.m. - 
Easter Breakfast
10:30 a.m. – Easter 
Worship Service
April 7 - 1:00 p.m. –
Green and Clean Swap 
Meet
April 9 - 7:00 p.m. –
Topeka JUMP Rally @ 
First Baptist Church
April 13-14 – Kansas 
Mennonite Relief Sale
in Hutchinson, KS 
April 22 – Earth Day 
Sunday “Watershed 
Discipleship”
April 29 - 9:30 a.m. 
Focus on Native 
American spirituality
10:30 a.m. “Loss of 
Turtle Island” 
simulation
April 30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Topeka JUMP’s 
Nehemiah Action 
Assembly, Most Pure 
Heart Catholic 
Church, 3601 SW 17th

May 12 - 8:30-noon 
Church Work Day 
June 1-2 - Bible 
School
June 3 – Baptism 
Sunday
June 17 – Farewell 
Service for Cynthia 
and Roger
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Themes for Sundays in April

* April 1 – Easter Sunday- a celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus
* April 8 – “Doubting Thomas” – an honest 
acknowledgement of the role of doubt in a life of faith
in a dialogue sermon format.
* April 15 – “Who’s Justice?” – With conflicting 
notions of justice in our society, how can we know we 
are doing God’s justice?
* April 22 – On Earth Day Sunday Doug Penner and Kerry
Wedel will lead us in an examination of “Watershed 
Discipleship”. See www.watersheddiscipleship.org for an
introduction to the topic. 
* April 29 – Erica Littlewolf and Karin Kaufman Wall, 
staff people from MCC Central States, will lead us in 
considering justice for Native People. Our worship 
service will be abbreviated so we can have more time 
for “Loss of Turtle Island”, a participatory learning 
experience that depicts the historic relationship 
between European settlers — including Mennonites — and 
the Indigenous nations, the original inhabitants, of 
the land we now call the United States of America. 
Blankets will represent the land and participants will 
represent distinct Indigenous nations who experienced 
colonization, genocide, broken treaties, forced 
removal, assimilation and termination — all in the 
spirit of the Doctrine of Discovery.               

BIBLE SCHOOL TRIES A NEW SCHEDULE THIS YEAR

  We are planning to have Bible School on the first 
weekend of June, meeting on Friday evening, June 1, 
from 5:15 (including supper) till 8 p.m., and Saturday,
June 2, from 9 a.m. until about 4 p.m. (including 
lunch). We would like you to invite friends, neighbors,
and grandchildren (if you have them). Wouldn’t that be 
a nice way for your grandchildren to come and spend the
weekend with you? As always we will need teachers, 
craft people, recreation leaders, song leaders, and 
cooks, to make this happen. Watch for a bulletin insert
and email soon with more specifics about help needed.
  Please put this on your calendar and start talking 
with people NOW about participating. The Sunday service
on June 3 will be held at Lake Shawnee for baptism, 
followed by a potluck meal, and we will include some 
Bible School highlights in the service as well. Talk 
with Cynthia Neufeld Smith, Janet Dixon, or Megan 
Waltner if you have questions or want to volunteer.

Pastor:
Roger Neufeld Smith
Associate Pastor:
Cynthia Neufeld Smith
Office Secretary:
Rebekah Wheaton
Administrative Specialist:
Debbie Sayler 
Newsletter Editor:
Guy E Smoker
shmcnl@gmail.com

511 SE 37th street
P.O. Box 5067
Topeka, KS 66605
(785)266-9403

May Newsletter deadline
April 23rd.

April Birthdays
Sharon Peters - 2
Phil Hershberger - 3
Erin Funk - 6
Brenner Burkholder - 12
Dave Gingerich - 14
Randall Schmidt - 14
Rhys Blocker - 16
Alice Kelsey - 18
Cameron Schwanke - 20
Becky Svaty - 20
Keaton Young - 20
Zaka Blocker - 22
Steve Funk - 23
Randy Schmidt - 24
Jeffrey Harrington - 25
Jené Yoder - 26
Ellen Kroeker - 29

April Anniversaries
Jaroslav & Carolyn Tir - 9
Lisa & B.J. Young - 13
Chris & Alba Blocker - 14
Ellen Kroeker & Gil 
Zemansky - 19
Marla Wiens & Aaron Gragg 
- 30

http://www.watersheddiscipleship.org/
mailto:shmcnl@gmail.com
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Notes from March Church Council

  The Southern Hills Church Council met on Thursday, March 8 in the church library.
Council approved the minutes from last month’s meeting and received the consent 
agenda reports. 
  Council voted to appoint Vicki Penner as church delegate for Western District 
Conference.
  The PCRC is planning a farewell celebration for Roger and Cynthia, tentatively 
scheduled for June 17. Lyle Burkholder was invited to the meeting for updates on 
the pastoral search. A job description outlining responsibilities and expectations 
of a potential transitional pastor was reviewed. Roger reviewed the upcoming church
calendar dates. Council next meets on April 12 at 6:00 pm in the library. 

Caroline Seals, 
Church Council Secretary

Baptism Sunday is for Everyone!

  We have designated June 3 as our Baptism Sunday this year. We have reserved 
Shelter House #4 at Lake Shawnee for the location of the service, to make immersion
baptism an OPTION for baptism candidates (we do not require immersion baptism.) You
don’t have to be a young person to request baptism!! We are always open for ANYONE 
who has not been baptized to request baptism. In fact, you would stand solidly in 
the Anabaptist tradition by being baptized as an adult!! Talk to Roger or Cynthia 
if you would like to discuss the meaning and possibilities of baptism.

“We’re Goin’ to Jackson”

  Cynthia and Roger have accepted an assignment with Mennonite Mission Network to 
be Service Adventure unit leaders in Jackson, Mississippi. This is a two-year 
commitment. Unit leader orientation will take place in Hutchinson July 23-27 and 
our assignment will begin in early August. Service Adventure is for young adults 
who have finished high school. Each participant will have a service assignment in 
the community. 
  We look forward to a new form of ministry as we mentor the SA participants and 
join in the work of the local Mennonite church – Open Door Mennonite. Please pray 
for us as we are praying for you in this time of transition.
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Pastor Transition Update

  I’ve received some questions about what is happening with the process of finding 
a new pastor. I’d like to take this space to provide an update. 
  Little has changed since the annual meeting. Our plan is still to follow Western 
District’s recommendations. This means hiring a Transitional Pastor for a short 
term (one year?). This Transitional Pastor is one who will have special training 
and emphasis on guiding congregations through a major transition, bringing a fresh 
perspective on helping us identify who we are, our strengths and weaknesses, 
possibly helping to create a new vision, and identifying our needs for a new 
pastor. This Transitional Pastor will NOT be hired for a long term stay – that is 
clear from the beginning.
  According to Western District guidelines, the process of hiring the Transitional 
Pastor is different than that of hiring a long term pastor. It is not a ‘search’, 
there’s no ‘call’, and the congregation does not vote on the hiring. Instead 
Western district submits a small number of candidates to a leadership team (in our 
case Council) who evaluates and hires a pastor who they deem to be a good fit for 
the position. 
  Once the Transitional Pastor is named, the next stage begins. A few months may be
taken to give the Transitional Pastor time to start their work. Then the search 
committee will be named and a more traditional search will be initiated. We’ve been
focusing on the Transitional Pastor first, and have not worked through details on 
the long term search, but rely on Western District to continue to provide guidance 
through the process.  We do know that for the long term pastor search, the 
congregation will have more say and input. 
  In our Council discussions, we have valued Western District’s help and guidance. 
Leadership is committed to keeping the congregation informed along the way, and we 
will provide future updates. If you have questions or comments, please let me know.

Steve Funk,
Congregational Chairperson

  Senior coffee gatherings are scheduled for Thursday, April 5, and Thursday, 
April 19. SHMC seniors are welcome to gather at 9 o'clock those mornings for 
coffee, food, and conversation.

  Jesus said, “Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.'” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I 
have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

John 20:17-18
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“A Night of Celebrating Justice”

Nehemiah Action Assembly, Monday, April 30, 7:00 p.m.
Most Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church

  The culmination of a year of activity and many months of research and meetings is
upon us. The annual Nehemiah Action Assembly will be held Monday, April 30, 7:00 
p.m., at Most Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 3601 SW 17th Street. We hope to 
fill the Most Pure Heart sanctuary to its 1,200 person capacity. But we won’t be 
able to do it without you!! We need everyone who can possibly come to attend in 
order to meet our goal of 90 people, the average Sunday morning worship attendance 
for Southern Hills. You don’t have to limit your invitations to Southern Hills 
people. Bring your friends, family members, neighbors – anyone who is interested in
doing justice in our community. 
  The Nehemiah Action Assembly is the largest annual assembly of people of faith in
Topeka focused on doing justice. People from many different backgrounds and 
traditions come together to obey God’s command to “Do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with your God.” 
  This year Topeka JUMP will celebrate the progress we have made in a number of 
areas of concern.

• A new program is now in place that will help people with mental illness being
released from the county jail to be placed directly into evidence-based 
Supported Employment - a program with the best success rate for participants 
obtaining employment.

• Last December the city and Pioneer Group (a local property developer) 
announced a commitment for 81 NEW affordable housing units to be built in 
2018! This project would not be happening without our continued organizing 
for justice!

• Topeka Metro has started a pilot program that will only cost low income 
riders $5 to get to or from work in south Topeka. This is the cheapest option
people without a car have today. In just a few months of operation the number
of rides per month has grown to over 150. Because of our work, people without
their own car have a more affordable option to get them to work!

  The following Call to Action will also be issued at this Nehemiah Assembly: In 
2020, JUMP will bring 2500 people together to cripple the predatory lending 
industry that is plaguing Shawnee County. Today, these companies trap people in 
vulnerable situations into a financial crisis by charging 400% interest on small 
loans! God said NO to usury and so should we!
  Your attendance at the Nehemiah Assembly on April 30 will communicate to our 
public officials that we continue to be concerned about these issues, and will 
demand specific action be taken to alleviate the injustices.
  Parking may be an issue at Most Pure Heart. Member congregations are organizing 
car pools and shuttle buses from neighboring church parking lots to help alleviate 
this issue. Watch for details about parking arrangements in the SHMC bulletin.
  If you have questions or concerns about this Nehemiah Assembly, feel free to 
contact SHMC JUMP Team Members Phil Esau, Duane Goossen, Elvera Johnson, John and 
Lila Bartel, and Doug and Raylene Hinz-Penner.


