
 
Wherever you are in life’s journey and your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here, where together we share God’s love. 

 
SOUTHERN HILLS MENNONITE CHURCH 

511 SE 37th Street, P.O Box 5067, Topeka, KS 66605-0067 
 785-266-9403   Church@SouthernHillsMC.org 

April 22, 2018                                                           62:16 
 
9:20 a.m. - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP - Please enter the sanctuary quietly to 
pray, write a message of gratitude or prayer request on a card, light a candle, and 
spend time in reflection as you listen to the prelude.  
                              
Prelude 
 
9:30 a.m. – WORSHIP SERVICE – EARTH SUNDAY 
Welcome 
Introduction of Guests (Please fill out the welcome pads.) 
Announcements 
*Passing the Peace 
*Musical Response 
 
*Call to Worship                 (from Psalm 147 & 148) 

LEADER: Praise the Lord! 
PEOPLE: It is good and fitting to praise our God. 
LEADER: Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
 Sing praise with the harp to our God --  
PEOPLE: Who covers the heavens with clouds, 
 And prepares rain for the earth, 
 Who makes grass grow on the hills,  
 And gives food to all creatures. 
LEADER: Praise the Lord, all people! 
PEOPLE: Let all the earth give praise to God! 

*Invocation                        
*Hymn:                          “All creatures of our God and King”           HWB 48 (blue) 

(stanzas 1, 2, 3, 4) 
 

Invitation to the Children:     “Praise God, Praise God”                     Screen 
Time with the Children          Kerry Wedel 
Hymn:      “All things bright and beautiful”           HWB 156 (blue) 

 
Offertory Prayer                                                                            
Presenting our Offerings 

(Prayer cards may be placed in the offering plates.) 
Offertory:                      “The Elephant”                                Saint-Saëns 

Henry Goering, bass 
 
Sharing and Prayer 
Hymn:       “For the fruit of all creation”                  HWB 90 (blue) 

 

Scripture Reading            Psalm 104:1,5-14a; Ezekiel 34:17-18 
Sermon:   “The Church on the Butcher Creek Watershed”    Doug Penner 

 
Hymn:       “Rain down”   STJ 49 (green) 
Benediction:                        “A Gaelic Blessing”            Rutter 
*Organ Response 
*Postlude                                        
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Hearing assist devices & large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
STJ = Sing the Journey (green); STS = Sing the Story (purple) 

HWB = Hymnal: A Worship Book (blue) 

Pastor: Roger Neufeld Smith 
Associate Pastor, Worship Leader: 
   Cynthia Neufeld Smith 
Organist: Michelle Shima 
Choir Accompanist: Kathy Rich 
Reader: Makayla Epp 

Nursery Helper:  
   Gretchen Morelington    
Greeters: Stan & Donna Voth 
Ushers: Guy Smoker and  
   Nancy Hendrich 

 
9:30 a.m. -  Worship – Earth Sunday.  Doug Penner and Kerry Wedel will  
                        focus on “Watershed Discipleship.” 
10:30 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café. 
10:45 a.m. – Sunday School classes for all ages. Doug Penner and Kerry 
Wedel will lead a discussion of “Watershed Discipleship” for all interested 
adults in the sanctuary.  Check the poster in south foyer for class offerings and 
locations.  
 

THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. – Adult choir rehearsal  
 – 7:30 p.m. – Farewell Celebration committee meeting 
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. – Women eat at Annie’s Place, 4014 SW Gage. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 9:30 a.m. -  Worship – Erica Littlewolf and Karin Kaufman Wall of 
Mennonite Central Committee will share with us about the Doctrine of 
Discovery and land ownership.     
10:15 a.m. – Coffee and Conversation at the Holy Grounds Café. 
10:30 a.m. – Adults and high school youth are invited to participate in a 
simulation experience called "Loss of Turtle Island."  Younger children will go 
to their regular Sunday School classes.  
 
NURSERY SCHEDULE:             CLEANING SCHEDULE (New/Old):               
Apr 29 – Fayth Boucher              Apr 28 – Burkholder/Oesch (N), Strahm (0) 
May 6 – Anna Goering                May 5 – Seals/Schwanke (N), Yoder (0) 
May 13 – Chantse Boucher        May 12 – D. Burkholder (N), Bartel (0) 
 

LAST SUNDAY MORNING 
Attendance:  76        Visitors: Jim & Vicki Ensz; Rodney, Shana, Stellla Ensz   
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Southern Hills Mennonite Church Mission Statement (from the church constitution):  The purpose 
of this congregation shall be to live by and promote, through worship, study, giving and witness, the 
heritage of the Anabaptist-Mennonite expression of the Christian faith and life in contemporary form.  
We believe this to mean that a congregation is to be a body of Christians committed to the Lordship 
of Christ, who, by the power of the Holy Spirit, seek to live lives of discipleship, to practice the ethic 
of love and nonresistance in all human relationships, and to adhere to the historic peace position. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today is Earth Day Sunday. Kerry Wedel and Doug Penner will lead us in an 
exploration of “Watershed Discipleship,” a new way of thinking about our role 
in caring for the ecology of the local area in which we live.  Thanks to Sue Ann 
Funk for a nature display at the front of the sanctuary.  
 
Next Sunday, April 29, Erica Littlewolf and Karin Kaufman Wall of 
Mennonite Central Committee will be with us for the Sunday morning service 
and simulation, "Loss of Turtle Island," a powerful exercise that other churches 
have found "eye-opening," "moving," and "profound."  The worship service will 
be shortened for more time for the "Loss of Turtle Island" experience in the 
Fellowship Hall, open to all high school age and older.  Children will have 
regular Sunday School.  A simple lunch of foods native to the Americas--
sweet potatoes, corn, beans, and squash will follow the exercise.  Come for a 
unique learning experience. 
 
The 50th Anniversary of The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale was a wonderful 
celebration of “Praising God Through Service.”  A highlight was the Friday even-
ing concert by the Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus.  The total raised during the 
weekend was $559,038.30.  Many volunteers worked throughout the year prepar-
ing items for the sale. The Southern Hills quilt brought $3100, the top-selling 
quilt, “Our Coins Count” offering, $1,513.86, surpassed our initial goal of 
$1,300.00, with the total from all churches totaling $23,741.64.  Other SHMC con-
tributions included pies, zwiebach, breads, Carol Ingenthron’s quilt ($750), and 
volunteering at the sale.  Thanks to all who helped make this event a special 
celebration!     

College care package boxes for our college students will be in the lobby this 
Sunday (last day).  Cash and gift cards are the lightest items to include, but notes 
of encouragement, granola/protein bars, crunchy snacks, gum, single serving 
drink/coffee mixes, are all good choices.  Remember, think light.  The students 
appreciate the thought that goes into sending these!   There are 11 boxes. 
 
Please sign up to help with clean-up after Sunday School.  A sign-up sheet 
is posted on the bulletin board outside the office door. 
 
Please submit articles for the May newsletter by Monday, April 23. 
 
You are welcome to attend the Adult Painting Circle.  We will meet from 2-4 
p.m. on Wednesday afternoon, April 25 at the Topeka Art Guild to experience 
drawing and painting in a no-stress environment. The TAG classroom is located 
at 5331 SW 22nd Place, west end of Fairlawn Mall. 

On May 4, Rachel Goossen will travel to El Paso, TX, and can take along dona-
tions for Annunciation House, the hospitality shelter near the U.S./Mexico bor-
der where Elsa Goossen serves as a year-long volunteer. Most needed are toi-
letries: toothbrushes, travel-size toothpaste, small soap bars, and shampoo, as 
well as gently-used clothing for infants and children. Feel free to leave items in 
the bin labeled "For Elsa--El Paso" in the main foyer below the coat-rack, or con-
tact Rachel (email: rachelwg@aol.com).   
 
Have you filled out your Bible School form yet, online or on paper?  Extra copies 
are by the basket on the office counter.  We need your children and your help! 
 
June 3 will be Baptism Sunday. We will meet at Shelter House #4 at Lake 
Shawnee for the service. You don’t have to be a young person to request 
baptism!! Talk to Roger or Cynthia if you would like to discuss the meaning and 
possibilities of baptism.  
 
Hello SHMC! I am looking for a full-time nanny/babysitting job this summer in 
the Topeka area. I would love to work with a family from our church, or with a 
family that any of you might know outside of church that needs a summer sitter! I 
am CPR and first aid certified and have reliable transportation for up to four chil-
dren. My availability starts in late May and ends mid-August. If anyone knows a 
family that is looking for a sitter, I would be so appreciative if you would pass my 
name and contact information along! 785-580-7757 (call or text)  katecher-
veny@yahoo.com Thanks so much.     - Kate Cherveny   
 

COMING EVENTS 
April 30, 7:00 p.m. – Nehemiah Action Assembly at Most Pure Heart Church 
May 12 – Church Work Day 
June 1-2 – Bible School  
June 3 – Baptism Sunday 
June 17 – Farewell Celebration for Cynthia and Roger 

 
ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS 

-graduation announcement from Jevin Yoder 
- Kate Cherveny and Zach Shima among area students featured in art exhibit 
(article in the Newton Kansan) 
- “Youth Substance Use in Shawnee County,” a community conversation April 24 
- Topeka JUMP Nehemiah Action Assembly flyers 
- Mennonite Disaster Service UPDATE 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
Last Sunday we gave thanks for: 
- the very successful MCC Relief Sale and all who contributed in various ways. 
- Helen and Gerald Miller’s new grandchild.  
We prayed for: 
- Rachel Schmidt and family with her serious health situation. 
- Elsa Goossen and other workers at Annunciation House in El Paso, TX, and 
the immigrants who seek refuge there.  
- the people of Syria who are suffering severe violence. 
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